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“Caring Beyond Prescription”

Bringing Care Back to Healthcare
Locally Owned. Locally Loved.

Serving the 
Community 
since 2010.

The core values of Heartland Discount Pharmacy are Caring, Compassion and Empathy for our Patients

Heartland Discount Pharmacy

Do not fi ll your prescription without verifying 
the price with Heartland Discount Pharmacy

PHARMACY THE WAY 
IT’S SUPPOSED TO BE
• Best cash price in town 
• FREE same day home delivery 
• We help patients not to fall into 
 Medicare coverage gap or 
 donut hole
• We match all Competitors’ Generic      
 Prescription Drug Programs
• We Accept All Insurances 
 including Medicaid, Medicare, 
 Part D and Worker’s Compensation 
• Flu, Pneumonia, Shingles, 
 COVID-19, COVID-19 
 Booster and other 
 vaccines available 
• Now providing RX Compounding
• Medication Synchronization
• Special Weekly Bubble 
 Packaging

OUR GOAL IS TO MAKE HEALTHCARE MORE AFFORDABLE
Here is how we are different...

We have ways to help Medicare patients not fall into coverage gaps or donut holes
Now...it’s time to think about changing your pharmacy!

Does your pharmacy accommodate 
your special needs?
Does your pharmacy keep your 
prescriptions up to date with refills 
and stock status, etc.?
Does your pharmacy have spare 
time to discuss your health?

Does your pharmacy have time to 
find ways to save you money on 
your prescriptions?
Does your pharmacy handle 
SPECIALITY PRESCRIPTIONS and 
on demand COMPOUNDING?

Thank you for choosing Heartland Discount Pharmacy
We are personally committed to providing the service and 

value you deserve. Thank you for trusting us with your 
healthcare needs.

— Family of Heartland Discount Pharmacy of Okeechobee

EXTENDED HOURS: 
Monday-Friday 8am - 8pm 

Saturday 9am - 5pm
407 S. Parrott Ave.

(Next to  Arby’s on Hwy. 441) 
Okeechobee

863.763.7633
HeartlandDiscountPharmacy.com

Tired of Waiting?
The Fastest, Most Convenient & Friendliest Service in the Area!

Other Pharmacies Heartland Discount Pharmacy
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Okeechobee 
County 
has a lot 
to offer

A special publication of 
Independent Newsmedia 
Inc., publisher of Caloosa 

Belle Independent and Lake 
Okeechobee News, serving 

Okeechobee County 
since 1915.

2024 Community Guide

OKEECHOBEE

To the fisherman, Okeechobee 
County is  the home of the “Big O” 
– one of the top lakes in the country 
for catching bass and speckled perch. 
Professional bass anglers fish Lake 
Okeechobee for thousands of dollars in 
tournament prizes.

For young families, Okeechobee 
is a place where kids can be active in 
school, church and club activities. And, 
it’s a place where the community sup-
ports its youth with thousands of dollars 
donated each year to give local schol-
arships to high school graduates headed 
for college.

For those who want to start a busi-
ness, it’s a place welcoming to those 
who want to grow with the community.

For those who love the outdoors, 
Okeechobee County has plenty to see 
and do: Boating on Lake Okeechobee 
or the Kissimmee River, hiking the 
Lake Okeechobee Scenic Trail, enjoy-
ing the beauty all around in Kissimmee 
Prairie Preserve State Park, horseback 
riding and more. Shooting enthusiasts 
can choose from world-class outdoor 

shooting facilities. The area also has 
plenty of hunting opportunities.

To the rancher, Okeechobee is 
wide open spaces. According to the 
United States Department of Agricul-
ture Census, Okeechobee County is 
home to 599 farms and ranches for a 
total of 297,439 acres in agriculture. 
Okeechobee has earned the nickname 
“Florida’s Cowtown,” as the county is 
No. 1 in the state in the most beef cattle 
and the most milk produced. Accord-
ing to the most recent USDA Census 
of Agriculture, Okeechobee County 
ranches and dairies are home to a total 
of 133,975 head of cattle, including 
calves. Okeechobee County dairies ac-
count for about 20 percent of the milk 
produced in Florida. The county has 
also 3,268 acres in citrus trees.

The people of Okeechobee love 
to show their community spirit, with 
festivals, parades and special communi-
ty events throughout the year. Service 
clubs welcome new members.

Even longtime residents can be 
surprised at the opportunities all around 
them.
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On the cover ...
Photos on the cover of this edition of the Okeechobee Community Guide include:

(Top left) Children enjoy the big slide at the Okeechobee County Fair. [Photo by Richard Marion]
(Top center) Kamryn Hackett up at bat for Okeechobee High School softball. [Photo by Richard Marion]

(Top right) A rodeo clown breathes fire at the Pete Clemons Memorial Rodeo. [Photo by Richard Marion]
(Middle left) Fishing boat at sunset near C. Scott Driver Boat Ramps.  [Photo by Richard Marion]

(Bottom left) Reenactors at the Battle of Okeechobee. [Photo by Richard Marion]
(Bottom center) Alligator demonstration at Okeechobee Battlefield State Park. [Photo by Richard Marion]
(Bottom right) A showgirl helps celebrate the addition of craps and roulette at the Brighton Seminole 

Reservation Casino. [Photo by Katrina Elsken]
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Board Certified Optometrist     Call Now for Appointment     Walk-ins Welcome
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Okeechobee County festivals celebrate the community’s pioneer heritage and 
embrace new traditions.

March is the busiest festival month in Okeechobee, bringing the Speckled Perch 
Festival, the Okeechobee County Fair and Florida’s Cowtown Rodeo.

Festivals are a great chance to gather with friends, enjoy performances by local 
entertainers, and try samples of local delicacies such as Seminole pumpkin fry 
bread. Bring your own folding chair — it comes in handy while you’re waiting for a 
parade, or if you just want to sit back and enjoy the show.

Festivals celebrate local community
FESTIVALS

The Battle of 
Okeechobee reenactment 

is held the last weekend in Febru-
ary each year at the Okeechobee 
Battlefield State Park, 3500 SE 
38th Ave. (off U.S. 441 S.E.) in 
Okeechobee County. The 2024 
event is planned for Feb. 24-25. 
Gates open at 10 a.m. and the battle 
re-enactment starts at 2 p.m. each 
day. Entry fee is $10 per car. The 
Battle of Okeechobee, fought on 
Christmas Day 1837, involved more 
than 1,000 U.S. military and volun-
teer soldiers fighting against several 
hundred Seminole and Miccosukee 
warriors along the northern edge 
of Lake Okeechobee. The battle is 
considered a turning point in the 
war with full-scale attacks ceasing 
and the number of smaller skirmish-
es diminishing after the event.

OKEECHOBEE MUSIC 

FESTIVAL
The Okeechobee Music Festival, 

held in March at Sunshine Grove in 
northeastern Okeechobee County, 
is a camping festival that attracts as 
many as 40,000 fans. The festival 
will not be held in 2024, but plans 
to return in 2025. For ticket infor-
mation, go online to okeechobeef-
est.com.

SPECKLED PERCH 
FESTIVAL

Most central Florida towns have 
a festival connected with something 
important to the area’s history. 
For Okeechobee, it’s the Speckled 
Perch Festival, which honors the 
great fishing on Lake Okeechobee, 
and Okeechobee’s title as Speckled 
Perch Capital of the World. When 
the festival first started more than 
50 years ago, it featured a fish fry 

that served up plenty of the tasty 
local favorite “Specks,” also known 
as black crappie. However, in the 
1980s, changes in health depart-
ment rules banned the public sale of 
any fish not commercially harvest-
ed. So, instead of speckled perch, 
festival goers enjoy a variety of 
other great food choices. 

The 2024 Speckled Perch Fes-
tival, sponsored by Okeechobee 
Main Street, will be held in Flagler 
Park in downtown Okeechobee on 
March 9 and 10. The festival starts 
around 10 a.m. with arts and crafts, 
food booths and entertainment in 
Flagler Park. The Speckled Perch 
Festival Parade will be on Saturday 
at 10 a.m. For additional info, go 
online to okeechobeemainstreet.org.

The Okeechobee Fair 
will take place March 12 - 17, 2024 
at the Okeechobee 
County Fairgrounds, 

BATTLE OF OKEECHOBEEBATTLE OF OKEECHOBEE

OKEECHOBEE OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY FAIRCOUNTY FAIR

• See Festivals
on page 10



The Big O Drive Thru
203 S.W. 2nd St.
Open 7 Days a Week

Budget Inn Okeechobee
A smaller motel-style lodging with free Wi-Fi and 
breakfast on the house, Budget Inn Okeechobee 

offers the perks of a downtown address and 
down-to-earth rates. When it’s scorching hot, the 
outdoor pool, adjacent to a barbeque picnic area, 

is the place to be.

Viren Desai (GM)
budgetinnokeechobee@hotmail.com

201 S. Parrott Ave., Okeechobee, FL 34974

863.763.3185

From Your Farm, to Your Family Pet - 
We Have it All!

 

- Bagged & Bulk Feed
- Hay

- Molasses
- Fencing & Ranch Supplies

- Pet Food & Supplies
esese

1852 NW 9th Street Okeechobee, FL
863-763-3447

"We are your local Purina dealer"
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4601 State Road 710, Okeechobee.
Experience six days of fun 

including a full carnival midway, 
delicious fair food, and exciting 
entertainment. The competitive 
events tent will showcase local 
talent with displays of artwork, 
photography, cooking, horticulture, 
Lego building, Duct Tape creations, 
educational displays and more.

Gate admission is $5. Children 
under age 5 will be admitted free. 
Opening day, March 12, is $2 
Tuesday. Thursday is Moms Free 
Day. Moms will be admitted free 
with paid child admission.

Fair entertainment – free with 
gate admission – will feature:

• Gator Boys Road Show: Tails, 
Scales and Teeth,

• Magic of Lance Gilford and 
Company,

• Lew-E’s Comedy Circus:
• Rosarie’s Royal Racers (racing 

pigs!),
• Max Power & Nitro,
• Pirate Man Dan,
• Foam Zone, and,
• Turn Around Livestock & 

Exotics Petting Zoo.
Modern Midways will return 

with all new rides and attractions 
for the Okeechobee County Fair. 
Ride the all new Hyper Loop or 
take a relaxing spin on the Century 
Wheel! Unlimited ride wristbands 
will be available for $25 Tues-
day-Sunday from open to close.

On Saturday, the Demolition 
Derby will take place in the grand-
stand for an additional $10.

Advance tickets for the fair and 
for the midway rides are available at 
okeechobeecountyfair.com.

INDEPENDENCE DAY 
CELEBRATION

Celebrate our country’s indepen-
dence with your friends and neigh-
bors at the annual Independence 
Day Celebration at the Okeechobee 
Agri-Civic. For more information, 
as it becomes available, see south-
centralfloridalife.com.

Labor Day Weekend, 
Aug. 31 - Sept. 2, brings 

Okeechobee’s Annual Labor Day 
Festival, with an arts and crafts 
festival in downtown Okeechobee, 
games for the whole family and 
a parade. This weekend also 
brings a rodeo at the Okeechobee 
Cattlemen’s Rodeo Arena on 
U.S. 441 N. For more information 
on the parade and festival, go to 
okeechobeemainstreet.org.

FESTIVAL OF TREES
Annual Festival of Trees is usu-

ally held in November. This an-
nual event features a silent auction 
of donated Christmas trees and 
holiday décor, with a portion of 
the proceeds donated to Hospice 
of Okeechobee, Inc. For additional 
information, go to okeechobeemain-
street.org.

CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL
Okeechobee’s annual Top of 

the Lake Christmas Festival and 
Lighted Parade is usually held on 
the second Saturday of Decem-
ber in Flagler Park downtown 
Okeechobee. 

The highlight of the festival 
is the lighted Christmas parade, 
which is held on Saturday evening 
at dark (around 6 p.m.) Festival 
rules require all entries be light-
ed — included the horses, which 
are festooned with colorful holiday 
lights and decorations. For addi-
tional information, go online to 
okeechobeemainstreet.org.

YEEHAW MUSIC 
FESTIVAL

The YeeHaw Music Festival 
is held in January in Okeechobee 
County. This unique bluegrass 
festival is held at the Agri-Civic 
Center in Okeechobee. Bluegrass 
music is held under the big top tent 
and goes on rain or shine. Spectator 
entrance is 4601 State Road 710 
in Okeechobee County. For more 
information, go to okeechobee-tdc.
com/okeechobee-agri-civic-center.

SOUR ORANGE 
FESTIVAL

The Lakeport Sour Orange Fes-
tival is held each year in January at 
the Lakeport Community Center, 
1239 Red Barn Road, State Road 
78 between Moore Haven and 
Okeechobee. The festival features 
the traditional sour orange bake 
off and a rib cook off. The festival 
also features entertainment, a quilt 
show, a historical display, children’s 
games, a small carnival for the kids, 
a display by the Lakeport Fire De-
partment and sour orange pies. The 
highlight of the event is the chance 
to sample sour orange pie. For infor-
mation closer to the date, see Lake 
Okeechobee News or go online to 
southcentralfloridalife.com.

TOP OF THE LAKE ART 
FESTIVAL

The Top of the Lake Art Festival 
is presented by Okeechobee Main 
Street and is usually held in Febru-
ary. (The event skipped 2024 but 
will be back in 2025.) For two days 
visitors get to see and experience 
the beautiful art that local artists 
have submitted. The Top of the 
Lake Art Fest is the biggest celebra-
tion of the arts in Okeechobee and 
provides opportunity for people of 
all ages, cultures and backgrounds 
to discover and embrace the arts! 
For more information on the Top 
of the Lake Art Festival, please 
visitokeechobeearts.org.

NOTE: Some events may be been 
changed or postponed. For updates, 
check the southcentralfloridalife.com 
website or the Lake Okeechobee News.

Festivals
• From page 8

LABOR DAY FESTIVALLABOR DAY FESTIVAL



8am - 5pm
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By Magi Cable
OKEECHOBEE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

When preparing to write 
this article about the history of 
Okeechobee between 1949 and 
1959, it was interesting to see how 
many “new” things still have a great 
impact on our community and the 
state.

In the history article in the 2023 
Okeechobee Community Guide, 
it was noted that hurricanes and 
flooding started a series of events 
that resulted in the formation of 
the Central and Southern Flood 
Control which has evolved into the 
State’s Water Management Dis-
tricts. This governmental agency 
forming was also responsible for 
a major event during this time. A 
“Governor’s Day” celebration was 
held in Okeechobee on April 15-16, 
1950. The crowd at the celebra-
tion was so large that it reportedly 
rivaled only the vast turnout present 
in 1924 for the opening of the Con-
ner’s Highway. Ammon McClellan 
was chairman of the event and was 
assisted by R. B. Meserve, Mayor 

Hiram H. Raulerson, and S. H. Mc-
Dougald. A large parade, headed by 
J. 0. Pearce, Sr., marched through 
the downtown section. Gov. War-
ren gave a speech and a fish fry and 
rodeo were held. Mrs. Fuller War-
ren, the governor’s wife, unveiled 
a plaque which said: The original 
meeting of 300 citizens of Central 
and Southern Florida who autho-
rized the formation of the “Flood 
Control Committee of Florida” 
was held on this spot Oct. 6, 1947. 

Weather occupied a large part 
of the news headlines starting 
with this event in August 1949, 
“Worst Storm in Okeechobee 
History” when a hurricane that 
had winds of 165 miles per hour 
struck Okeechobee. It was deemed 
worse than the 1928 storm.  In 
this storm the cover blew off the 
City Water Tank, 18 homes were 
destroyed, 250 homes damaged and 
more than 600 families affected. It 
was noted that the dike stood firm.  
In 1951, the weather news was “A 
freeze encases cattle in fields and 
hundreds of them die.” This event 
made it to Life magazine.

World events would also affect 
our community. Sgt. James C Bass 
would receive a Silver Star for his 

heroic action in the Korean War 
while Bruce Smith died in action 
and Earl Hansel became a POW 
and died in captivity. Recently, 
the Okeechobee Board of County 
Commissioners honored Earl Han-
sel by naming a street after him.

The Louisiana Raulerson Hospi-
tal opened in 1949, our first hospital 
that was named for our first white 
female settler of Okeechobee.  Dr. 
Bruce Mills and Nurse B.J. Davis 
operated it in 1956. This served 
as the hospital until 1961 when 
Okeechobee General Hospital 
opened on 5th Avenue. When the 
county opened the “new” hospital, 
the old building became the Dunk-
lin Rest Home.

The City of Okeechobee began 
its volunteer fire department with 
a purchase 

HISTORY

1949-1959 was a busy time in 
Okeechobee County

In 1951, the weather news was “A freeze 
encases cattle in fields and hundreds of them 
die.” [Photo courtesy Magi Cable/Okeechobee 
Historical Society]

The Ford F-6 fire truck arrived on March 3, 1950. 
[Photo courtesy Magi Cable/Okeechobee 
Historical Society]

Mrs. Fuller Warren, the govern’s wife, unveils a 
plaque in 1947. [Photo courtesy Magi Cable/
Okeechobee Historical Society]

• See History on page 13
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By Melissa Arnold
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY 

SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS

This year we have elec-
tions in March, August, 
and November! 

The first election, the 
Presidential Preference 
Primary, is on March 
19th and will only include 
Republican voters.

The Democratic Party 
of Florida submitted only 
one name, President Jo-
seph Biden and therefore 
there will be no ballot for 

Democrat voters in the 
Presidential Preference 
Election.

The next election, the 
Primary Election, is on 
Aug. 20 and all parties 
will be voting. Please 
remember that oftentimes 
local races are determined 
in the Primary Election 
so please make sure you 
mark your calendars and 
plan to vote on Election 
Day or during Early Vote. 

The General Election 
on Nov. 5 allows for final 

voting for the United 
States President, Senators, 
and House of Representa-
tives as well as other state-
wide and county races.

Due to legislative 
changes, you MUST 
request a new Vote-By-
Mail (VBM) ballot for 
every election cycle to 
have a ballot mailed to 
you. To request a VBM 
Ballot please call our 
office at 863-763-4014, 
go to our website@ 
VOTEOKEECHOBEE.

GOV, or stop by the office 
located in the Historic 
Court House.

Additionally, please 
make sure your current 
address and signature are 
on file so you can be pro-
cessed quickly on Election 
Day.

We look forward to 
accurate, secure elections 
in 2024 and, as a remind-
er, are always looking for 
poll workers to help make 
that happen! Blessings for 
a spectacular year!

ELECTION

2024 is an election year

of a fire truck and 
installation of a 
siren at City Hall. 
The Ford F-6 fire 
truck arrived on 
March 3. 1950 
and went on its 
first call March 
14.

Things were 
also happen-
ing within the school system. In 
1951, Seminole Tribe students 
from Brighton began attending 
Okeechobee schools, the high 
school football team changed from 
being the Catfish to the Brahmans 
and went on to win the Tamiami 
Conference Championship in 1953. 
The Basinger School closed and 
students were bussed into town and 
the Beta Club was formed at OHS.  
In 1958, the Okeechobee Primary 
School (now Central Elementary) 
first opened its doors and Coleman 
Josh became the second Seminole 
Tribe student to graduate high 
school in Florida.

Economical-
ly some events 
occurred that have remained a 
force in our community with the 
four-laning of Parrott Avenue be-
ginning, the opening of Flying G 
Dairy in 1957, the first large scale 
producing dairy in Okeechobee 
which was soon followed by 
MacArthur Dairy relocating from 
Hollywood, Florida in 1959.

Some other interesting news 
that happened during this decade 
was the opening of Gladys Restau-
rant, the Florida School for Boys, 
the Public Library and Community 
pool.

Finally, another community 

event that is very near and dear to 
many of our citizens, was the first 
Labor Day Rodeo being held on the 
historic rodeo grounds on N 441 in 
September of 1949 — A tradition 
that continues some 75 years later.

History
• From page 12

Earl Hansel became a POW and died in captivity. 
Recently, the Okeechobee Board of County 
Commissioners honored Earl Hansel by naming 

a street after him. [Photo courtesy Magi Cable/Okeechobee Historical 
Society]

Members of the Seminole Tribe attend a 
1949 rodeo. [Photo courtesy Magi Cable/
Okeechobee Historical Society]

The community pool. [Photo courtesy Magi Cable/
Okeechobee Historical Society]



Welcome

Mayor Dowling Watford: 

“Welcome to 
Okeechobee!”

T he City Council and staff hope you en-
joy your time in our City whether you are 
here for a few weeks, months, or a lifetime. 
Okeechobee is a very unique town with a 

family atmosphere and rural lifestyle. The cattle indus-
try has been our main industry for over one hundred 
years. The wonderful cattle drive sculpture project in 
Flagler Park celebrates this heritage, as well as several 
rodeos each year. In addition to wonderful restaurants 
and coffee shops, small boutiques offer shopping oppor-
tunities in our downtown area. 

Okeechobee MainStreet sponsors many events in 
Flagler Park including: Labor Day Festival; Christmas 
Festival; and Speckled Perch Festival. Each of the 
events also includes a parade, with the Christmas pa-
rade a lighted parade at night. Our Chamber of Com-
merce is very active, and supports the businesses of our 
community. Their office is located at the main inter-
section of Hwy 441 and Hwy 70, and they can provide 
you with a wealth of information on the area. With the 
great fishing on Lake Okeechobee, the Tourist Devel-
opment Corporation facilitates several major fishing 
tournaments as well as other events. The Okeechobee 
Music Festival attracts thousands of people each year 
with major musical artists. Other popular events in-
clude the Battle of Okeechobee reenactment the last 
weekend in February, and many horse shows and other 
events at the Ag Center. The Okeechobee Historical 
Society has a local history museum, the 1909 school-
house, and the original log cabin built by the Peter 
Raulerson family, the first settlers in Okeechobee. Just 
a few miles away the Seminole Tribe Brighton Res-
ervation has a beautiful casino and several important 
cultural sites. 

So welcome to our wonderful City and enjoy the 
“real Florida!”
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ROP: 9.5" x 10"

*Terms, conditions & restrictions apply. Offer valid in-store only.  
 Must sign up by 12/31/2024 at clubpublix.com/save5.

Club Publix members start off saving. Scan the code or  
visit clubpublix.com/save5 to sign up and get $5 off  
your next purchase of $20 or more.*

As a member, you can also expect great perks:

• Enjoy a free birthday treat.
• Clip and redeem digital coupons.
• Get a sneak peek of the weekly ad  

one day early.
• See deals picked for you. 
• And more!

Join the Club.

Scan to join or visit 
clubpublix.com/save5.



Welcome

Sheriff’s deputies patrol 773 square miles

A message from the Okeechobee City Police Chief

Sheriff 
Noel E. 
Stephen is 
responsi-
ble for law 
enforcement 
on the coun-
ty level. The 

sheriff’s deputies carry out 
most of the law enforce-
ment duties, while the 
sheriff, an elected official, 
manages their activities. 
Deputies serve under the 
sheriff. The duties of a 
deputy sheriff include 
investigating complaints, 
emergency response, 
patrolling, resolving dis-
putes, arresting suspects, 
criminal investigations, 
and executing warrants.

The Okeechobee 
County Sheriff’s Office 
has 219 employees as well 
as dozens of volunteer 
personnel who serve on 
our auxiliary, search and 
rescue, and Citizens on 

Patrol. Sheriff Stephen’s 
command staff consists of 
one Chief Deputy, three 
captains, and eight lieu-
tenants. Specialized teams 
include our K-9, Crisis 
Negotiations, SWAT, 
Dive, Motorcycle unit, 
Drone unit, Honor guard 
and Cell extraction teams.

The Sheriff’s office also 
performs other functions 
such as animal control 
and enforcement, all 
traffic investigations and 
enforcement, homicide 
investigations, narcotics 
investigations, transpor-
tation of prisoners, school 
resource Deputies, civil 
process, and courthouse 
security to name a few. 

The Sheriff’s Office 
Law Enforcement budget 
for the fiscal year 2023-
2024 is $16,794,869 
which includes:

• $1.2M contract with 
the Okeechobee County 

School Board
• 621,210 contract to 

manage Animal Con-
trol services for the 
Okeechobee Board of 
County Commissioners 
(BOCC). 

Sheriff Stephen has 
also been asked by the 
Okeechobee BOCC to 
manage:

• The County jail 
which has a budget of 
$7,865,445 with an aver-
age daily jail population of 
291 inmates

• Okeechobee Coun-
ty Courthouse security 
operations with a budget 
of $1,443,403. 

All total, Sheriff Ste-
phen is fiscally respon-
sible for over $26.1M 
of Okeechobee County 
Taxpayer dollars.

The deputies are 
responsible for patrolling 
over 773 square miles in 
Okeechobee County with 

an average population, as 
of 2021, of 43,196 resi-
dents. In the fiscal year, 
2022-2023 we answered 
30,936 calls for service 
through our agency. Since 
taking the oath of sheriff 
in January 2017, Sheriff 
Stephen has brought new 
and innovative tools to the 
sheriff’s office to better 
serve the community and 
increase officer efficiency 
while keeping costs at a 
minimum. A few examples 
are Body-Worn Cameras, 
P25 Radios, and cutting 
edge technology utilized 
for investigations which 
have been purchased with 
grants and criminal justice 
fees. 

In January 2021, 
Sheriff Stephen was sworn 
in for his second term 
as Okeechobee County 
Sheriff.

As we 
start the 
new year, 
I am excit-
ed to share 
some ways 
we are im-
proving your 

Okeechobee City Police 
Department. 

We continue to pri-
oritize transparency and 
safety in our community, 
and  I am delighted to 
announce that our po-
lice officers will soon be 
equipped with body-worn 
cameras. These cameras 
will help us ensure ac-
countability and improve 

the trust between our 
officers and the commu-
nity. We are committed to 
making Okeechobee City 
a safer place for all its res-
idents, and these cameras 
will play a critical role in 
achieving that goal.

I am also pleased 
to share that former 
Okeechobee City Fire 
Department Lieutenant 
Adam Crumb will join our 
police force soon. After 
20+ years of service with 
our Fire Department, Ad-
ams is now in the police 
academy and is ready to 
serve our community in 
a new capacity. We are 

thrilled to hire a local hero 
and look forward to seeing 
all the great work he will 
do to help keep our com-
munity safe.

Be sure to tune into 
our monthly radio show 
on WOKC on the first 
Thursday of every month, 
where we discuss various 
topics related to com-
munity safety and polic-
ing. This is an excellent 
opportunity to see whats 
happening in law enforce-
ment, in your community.

Our quarterly news-
letter, “Okeechobee City 
Police Post,” will be 
coming out soon, and we 

encourage you to read it 
to stay informed about 
what’s happening in our 
community. We will share 
updates on community 
outreach programs, crime 
prevention tips, and other 
important news. You can 
pick up a copy at down-
town businesses, City 
Hall, or the Police Station. 

As always, we are 
committed to serving and 
protecting our great city. 
We appreciate your sup-
port and look forward to 
continuing to work with 
you to keep Okeechobee 
City a safe and vibrant 
place to live.

Police

Donald Hagan

Noel Stephen
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Matthew P. Buxton, LFD, FDIC 
Morgan A. Buxton 

Buxton & Bass Okeechobee 
Funeral Home & Crematory 

400 N Parrott Avenue 
Okeechobee, Florida 34972 

(863) 763-1994 
Time/Temp (863) 763-0123 

okeechobeefuneralhome.com 

Losing a loved one is a very difficult process. 
The Buxton & Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home 
and Crematory staff is here to treat your loved 
one with care and make this process as simple 
as possible for you. 

We offer complete services, so that you can 
focus on comforting each other as you prepare 
to say goodbye to someone dear to you. 

• Traditional Burial 
• Cremation Services 
• Veteran Services 
• Fraternal Services 
• Custom Monuments  
• Laser Engraving  

Okeechobee’s only family owned and operated 
funeral home with the crematory on-site.
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Welcome

County Commission 
Chairman David Hazellief:
“Okeechobee County 
continues to make 
improvements”

By David Hazellief, 
Chairman

OKEECHOBEE COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS

As Chairman of the 
Okeechobee County 
Board of County Com-
missioners and on behalf 
of  our Board, we want to 
say “Thank You” to our 
citizens, businesses, and 
other community part-
ners, for your enthusiastic 
support of our county 
during this past year. 

It has been another 
exciting and busy year for 
our county! Okeechobee 
County was successful in 
receiving several grants 
awarded this past year 
totaling $49,980,201. A 
few of the grant projects 
consist of: 

• Okeechobee County 
Vulnerability Assessment; 

• Four Seasons and 
Spot in the Sun Stormwa-
ter improvements; 

• Berman Road Drain-
age improvements; 

• Hardening of two Fire 
Station Buildings; Lofton 
Road and Dark Hammock 
improvements, 

• Douglas Brown Park 
improvements, and a sec-
ond FDLE Grant for our 

Jail Renovation – Phase 2. 
With the leadership 

of County Administrator 
Deborah Manzo, Deputy 
Administrator Richard J. 
Reade, and our depart-
ments, we continue to 
stand ready to provide ex-
ceptional services during a 
time when demand is high 
as we continue to experi-
ence unique opportunities 
and challenges that come 
with navigating future 
growth. Each year brings 
new opportunities to our 
County as we are central-
ly located within 30–45 
minutes to larger commu-
nity areas. 

Our County continues 
to see a greater demand 
in the services we offer 
as citizens are building 
homes, opening new busi-
nesses, developing subdi-
visions, and more events 
are booking and coming to 
our area. 

We are thrilled to see 
our Tourist Develop-
ment Council making 
great strides in marketing 
Okeechobee County. Our 
TDC Director and Coor-
dinator recently attended 
the Chicago Trade Show 
to draw attention to our 
beautiful lake and tourism 

in our area. They contin-
ue to host annual fishing 
tournaments at our Scott 
Driver facility and partner 
with the community for 
event sponsorships. 

In other areas, the 
county is closing in on the 
completion of the Splash 
Pad project at the Darrell 
Enfinger Sports Complex 
with a tentative comple-
tion in March 2024. 

FDOT and the Coun-
ty are working together 
for installation of a traffic 
signal light at Hwy 441 
North and Cemetery 
Road (NE 39th Blvd). 
This has been an ongo-
ing process with material 
demand, and we look 
forward to completion 
of this project within the 
next few months. 

Phase 1A Jail Reno-
vation and Expansion 
project has been com-
pleted with the new cell 
pod/housing pod and the 
County is now in Phase 
1B which will consist of 
the kitchen and laun-
dry areas. The County 
completed paving of 12 
roadway lane miles. The 
airport continues with 
the County resuming its 
“fixed based operations” 

at our local airport in 
2021. It has proven to pro-
vide reasonable fuel sales/
ground services, tie-down 
leasing, and has enhanced 
customer service to the 
aviation community. This 
milestone was important 
for our economic growth 
in our community.

The county continues 
working with Bass Pro as 
they move forward with 
all of the due diligence 
requirements and 
permitting.

In closing, I would like 
to say that our County’s 
mission is “Okeechobee 
County will provide 
responsive government 
services to its citizens in 
a well-managed, cost-
effective, fiscally sound, 
policy-driven manner. 
All services provided 
shall benefit the health, 
safety, and welfare of the 
community.” We continue 
to strive in adhering to 
our mission with the 
community’s support.
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863863-863-467467-467-4522

Auto Home

LifeMobile home
RVMotorcycle

Se Se hablahabla Se Se hablahabla
Espanol

hablahabla
EspanolEspanolEspanol!

863863863 467467467467467 452245224522
Call or Stop by for a free quote

900 S. Parrott Ave.900 S. Parrott Ave.
Okeechobee, FL 34974

dIehldIehldIehl
nsurance

Your Your idiehlidiehl idiehlidiehl choice for insurance!

Boat

Call or Stop by for a free quoteCall or Stop by for a free quoteCall or Stop by for a free quote
Business

Zen Medicine
Our state-of-the-art facility offers 
a multitude of services to help you 

achieve your wellness goals:

Integrative Medicine | Functional Medicine
Holistic Medicine | Medical Marijuana

Ketamine Therapy | Comprehensive Bloodwork
Natural Bio-Identical Hormones

Natrual Thyroid Support | Ionic Foot Detox
Red Light Therapy | REMF Mat Therapy

Oxygen Bar | Massage Therapy
Reiki Treatment | Meditation

Sound Therapy | Mental Health Counseling
And More!

Call for an appointment today!
888-570-HEAL (4325)
www.ZenMedicineFL.com

808 N. Parrott Ave., Okeechobee, FL 34972
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Chamber strives 
to improve local 
economy

Okeechobee Main 
Street enriches

The Okeechobee Main Street program is designed 
to improve all aspects of the Okeechobee downtown 
district, producing both tangible and intangible 
benefits. Improving economic management, 
strengthening public participation and making 
downtown a vibrant destination to visit are critical 
to Okeechobee’s future. Building on downtown’s 
inherent assets - rich architecture, personal service and 
traditional values and most of all, a sense of place.

Okeechobee Main Street, Inc. is a 501(C) 3 non-
profit member-based organization with roots dating 
back to 1980 when the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation formed the Main Street program. 
The Okeechobee Main Street approach rekindles 
entrepreneurship, downtown cooperation and civic 
concern. Because it is a locally driven program, all 
initiatives stem from local issues and concerns. The 
Okeechobee Main Street program’s success is based 
on a comprehensive strategy of work, tailored to local 
needs in four distinctive areas, often referred to as the 
Four-Point Approach.

Okeechobee Main Street has been the driving force 
behind the Arts & Culture programs in Okeechobee 
for 18 years. In 2018, OKMS became a Local Arts 
Agency for Okeechobee County and opened their art 
and education center in 2021. The Arts & Culture 
Alliance mission is to connect people to the arts and 
to each other, working to facilitate and nurture the 
creation, development, promotion and education of 
arts and culture in Okeechobee County.

An award-winning organization, Okeechobee Main 
Street’s vision is to help create a successful downtown 
and enrich our community through celebrating the 
arts, supporting local businesses, embracing our 
heritage, preserving our natural environment and 
promoting quality events which make Okeechobee an 
inviting hometown destination.

The Chamber of Commerce of Okeechobee 
County, Inc., stands as a beacon of collaboration 
and progress, embodying the spirit of a not-for-
profit 501(c)(6) voluntary organization. Compris-
ing dedicated business professionals, the Chamber 
is driven by a singular purpose — the promotion 
of civic and economic advancement within the 
community. At its core, the Chamber acts as a 
dynamic spokesperson, translating collaborative 
ideas into impactful actions. The focus is on con-
necting businesses with the community, fostering 
an environment where success and prosperity 
flourish. 

A key player in the community’s growth, the 
Chamber is dedicated to fortifying businesses 
and cultivating a robust economic climate. The 
Chamber’s commitment extends beyond tradi-
tional roles, offering an array of classes, business 
networking programs, and personalized marketing 
spaces on its website. The educational spectrum 
spans diverse topics, ranging from marketing 
strategies and accounting principles, catering to 
the multifaceted needs of its members. However, 
the Chamber’s purpose transcends information 
dissemination; it is a driving force behind holistic 
business community growth. 

The Leadership Okeechobee Program exem-
plifies this commitment, consisting of nine month-
ly, day-long sessions designed to expose partici-
pants to critical local issues, major industries, and 
personal skill assessments. Through initiatives like 
this, the Chamber actively contributes to culti-
vating strong business leaders and diversifying 
the local business landscape. The Chamber is not 
merely an informational hub; it is a catalyst for 
change. Its passionate collaboration with busi-
ness owners contributes to creating a diverse and 
robust business community. With strength drawn 
from the diversity and number of its members, 
representing businesses of all sizes and professions, 
the Chamber influences investments and col-
lectively achieves what no single business could 
accomplish alone. In essence, the Chamber of 
Commerce of Okeechobee County, Inc., is more 
than an organization; it is a dynamic force shaping 
the economic destiny of the community, fostering 
growth, and empowering businesses to thrive in 
tandem with community prosperity.
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& R.V. Resort

12766 US Highway 441 SE, Okeechobee, FL 34974

863.375.5757
OkeeRVPark.com •     WatersEdgeRVResortOkeeFL

The Nicest on the 
Rim Canal!

• Heated Pool
• Large Lots w/pavers
• Gated Entrance
• Club House
• Pet Friendly
• Horseshoes
• Chickee Hut
• 600’ of Private 

Waterfront
• Boat Ramp/Dockage
• Free WiFi
• 30/50 hookups
• Toy Garages
• Dog Park
• Bocce
• Shuffleboard
• Fishing
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Schools Okeechobee County Schools 
put students first

By Ken Kenworthy
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY 
SUPERINTENDENT OF 

SCHOOLS

Okeechobee County 
Schools take great pride 
in putting students first! 
As you get to know us, 
you will find opportunities 
abound. Whether you 
are a visitor, permanent 
resident or are looking for 
a new place to call your 
home, we encourage you 
to consider Okeechobee 
County Schools as a 
partner.

We recognize that 
many of you visit our great 
community for various 
reasons. Some come for 
the winter, some come 
in for the music festival, 
and some come to the 
rodeo, some come to dine, 
shop or just enjoy nature. 
That stay varies from the 
day to months at a time. 
Whatever your reasons 
for visiting, we thank 
you for supporting our 
schools. We depend on 
your generosity. Many of 
you support our fundrais-

ers, temporarily volunteer 
in our schools and help 
drive our local economy. 
Your patronage of local 
businesses in turn helps 
us as they are the school 
district’s best sponsors, 
supporters and lifeblood 
to many activities, sports, 
and clubs.

As a full time resident, 
you know us. You know, 
with your help, we have 
increased our graduation 
rate, the number of indus-
try certifications, and the 
number of college credits/
Associates Degree recip-
ients. You know we are 
fully accredited, certified 
as a healthy district, and 
take not only our academ-
ic performance seriously, 
but also devote a serious 
amount of the time to 
school safety and the so-
cial and emotional learn-
ing of our students. We 
appreciate your continued 
support to help make our 
school district grow and 
thrive.

For those looking for 
a new home, we promise 
to meet your educational 
needs. We are the largest 
employer with nearly 900 
employees ranging from 
certified teachers and 
administrators to support 
staff including parapro-
fessionals, secretaries, 
bus drivers, food service 
assistants and custodial 
and maintenance staff. If 

you are looking for em-
ployment here, be sure to 
check us out.

If you are looking for 
a place to enroll your 
student, look no further. 
We currently enroll about 
6,000 students throughout 
our 10 schools in PreK-
12th grades. We offer 
programs for students who 
need advanced course-
work through honors, dual 
enrollment and advanced 
placement courses. We are 
involved in the AVID pro-
gram that pushes middle 
level students into more 
rigorous coursework. 
Need accommodations? 
We can work with an IEP 
team to get your child the 
services he or she needs. 
Our band is one of the 
best, our drama program 
is out of this world, our 
sports programs continue 
to excel and our CTE 
programs reach industry 
standards. Our schools 
are welcoming, diverse 
and set high standards for 
teaching and learning. We 
think you will find what 
you are looking for in us.

This next year will be 
a particularly exciting one 
for us as we are looking 
forward to construction of 
a new Okeechobee High 
School. The state of the 
art school will house near-
ly 1,700 students and be 
built on the existing cam-
pus. Credit for funding 
goes to our community. 
We pulled together, wrote 
grant applications, made 
countless presentations 
and lobbied the legislature 
and because of this work 
were granted $66.8 mil-
lion to begin construction. 
This further exemplifies 
why Okeechobee is a 
great place to live. With-
out this community-wide 
effort, the new building 
would not have been pos-
sible. Pulling together to 
support one another is the 
hallmark of our commu-
nity. Our school district 
is the beneficiary of this 
engagement and support. 
Thank you for helping us 
Put Students First!”



REMINGTON
REAL ESTATE

Luxury Homes • Ranches 
Farms • RV Resale Lots

Residential & Commercial
LIC# BK3268539 • CBC1256085

Luxury Homes • Ranches 

Residential & Commercial
LIC# BK3268539 • CBC1256085

NIKI SALMON
863.532.9096

123 SW Park St.
121 SW Park Street 

 863-532-9096
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Reach local readers in print 
and online with real estate 
advertising in Lake Okeechobee 
Real Estate Magazine

Whether you’re a private seller, builder, realtor or broker, 
Lake Okeechobee Real Estate Magazine is the number-one 
local resource people turn to when they’re searching for a new 
place to call home. Call Kay Sheedy at 863.634.8822 for details 
about our affordable advertising rates and current incentives!
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Indian River State 
College provides resi-
dents of Okeechobee with 
low-cost, high-quality 
educational opportunities 
and resources that build 
a pathway to great jobs 
and higher education. In 
a typical semester, some 
700 Okeechobee residents 
take advantage of IRSC 
programs and services at 
the Dixon Hendry Cam-
pus of Indian River State 
College in Okeechobee—
including the IRSC Prom-
ise Program.

In 2023 more than 1 
in 3 public and public 
charter high school gradu-
ates residing in the IRSC 
service district enrolled 
with the College via the 
IRSC Promise—which 
offers tuition-free college 
to eligible high-school 
graduates. The College’s 
service district includes 
Indian River, Martin, 
Okeechobee, and St. Luc-
ie counties. Affirming its 
commitment to enhanced 
access to quality higher 
education, Indian River 
State College Founda-
tion, Inc. will continue 
the enormously popular 
program in 2024. To learn 
more about the IRSC 
Promise, visit promise.
irsc.edu.

“IRSC has helped 
thousands of Okeechobee 
residents continue their 
education to increase their 
earning power and reach 
their full potential,” says 
Campus President Russ 
Brown. “We invite any-
one interested in starting 
a new chapter for them-
selves to continue their 
education by enrolling in 
programs at our campus.”

The 40-acre Dixon 
Hendry Campus is a 
hub of activity found at 
2229 N.W. Ninth Ave. 
in Okeechobee. Students 
can complete the first 
two years of college at 
the campus to earn an 
Associate in Arts Degree. 
Graduates are well pre-
pared to continue their 
education toward a Bach-
elor’s Degree at IRSC or 
another college or univer-
sity, with seamless transfer 
of credits.

Offering both day 
and evening options for 
class, many Okeechobee 
residents come to IRSC 
to gain hands-on skills 
through job training 
programs. These include 
diesel mechanics and 
welding programs and 
paramedic/EMT courses. 
Additionally, the Dixon 
Hendry Campus now 
offers a Law Enforcement 
Corrections Academy 
Class starting each June. 
All these programs pro-
vide the opportunity to 
earn skill-based licenses 
and Associate in Science 
degrees. Additionally, stu-
dents interested in early 
childhood education can 
earn associate degrees and 
related certificates, with 
many local job opportu-
nities.

Nursing is among the 
most rapidly growing and 
well-paying careers in 
our region. Okeechobee 
residents can train at 
IRSC for any of three 
levels of nursing instruc-
tion—Certified Nurs-
ing Assistant (C.N.A.), 
Licensed Practical Nurse 
(L.P.N.), and Registered 
Nurse (R.N.). All IRSC 

nursing students gain ex-
perience through clinical 
internships at healthcare 
facilities throughout the 
community.

Advisors work closely 
with prospective students 
to help them obtain finan-
cial aid they don’t have 
to pay back. Advisors 
also help students decide 
which career paths are 
best for them and collabo-
rate with students to pick 
majors and set up guided 
pathways that outline the 
courses they should take 
each semester.

For those who have 
not yet earned their high 
school diploma, GED 
preparation is available at 
the campus. Additional-
ly, English as a Second 
Language instruction is 
on tap.

The Dixon Hend-
ry Campus continues 
to expand its student 
activities to provide an 
enriched and fun learning 
experience. At the start of 
each semester, a Week of 
Welcome engages stu-
dents in club rush, hosting 
cookouts and games that 
provide opportunities to 
meet college and commu-
nity representatives.

Business and commu-
nity groups benefit from 
the Williamson Center, 
a state-of-the-art confer-
ence center on the cam-

pus available for meetings, 
workshops, and events.

IRSC recently opened 
the Perch Café at the 
Dixon Hendry Campus. 
Proudly serving Star-
bucks—the Café offers 
a comprehensive menu 
of delectable hot and 
cold beverages, including 
coffee, Frappuccino® 
blended beverages and 
Refreshers® Monday 
through Friday from 6:00 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. The 
Café features drive-up 
and walk-up windows, so 
students and community 
members can find their 
morning—or early after-
noon—pick-me-up at the 
Perch Café.

Indian River State 
College has also an-
nounced its intent to 
establish a dedicated, fully 
operational data campus 
in Okeechobee County, 
positioning the County at 
the epicenter of the State’s 
data center capacity. The 
data campus will serve as 
a learning lab for IRSC 
students and a stable em-
ployment base for its grad-
uates and other residents 
from Okeechobee and sur-
rounding communities.

IRSC invites you to 
learn more by visiting 
www.irsc.edu or calling 
the Dixon Hendry Cam-
pus at 863-824-6000.

Discover Indian River State College



Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Mon - Fri: 11am - 7pm • 309 SW Park St., Okeechobee, FL 34972

Daily Specials
863-623-5470
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Memory screenings are also
appropriate for anyone who doesn't
have a concern right now, but who

wants to see how their memory is now
and for future comparisons.

800 NW 17th Ave, Delray Beach, FL 33445
 

Call us at (561) 374-8461
 W W W . B R A I N M A T T E R S R E S E A R C H . C O M

MEMORY SCREENINGS
ARE: 

FREE!

Confidential

Safe 

Important if you're experiencing
memory loss

Non-invasive 

Call us today for more
information on how to schedule

a FREE memory screening!

DID YOU KNOW?

Are you misplacing
items?

Having trouble
finding words?

Forgetting
appointments?

Forgetting is not part
of normal aging?

 IF YOU ANSWERED YES TO ANY
OF THE ABOVE QUESTIONS, YOU

SHOULD CONSIDER GETTING
YOUR MEMORY CHECKED

Are you 50 years or
older?

Having difficulty
remembering names?

900 SE Salerno Road, Stuart, FL 34997

Call us at (772) 223-7880
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Administrative 
Annex
450 US Hwy 98 N

1
Property Appraiser, 
Tax Collector & 
Driver’s License 
Office
409 NW 2nd Avenue

2

Emergency 
Operations Center
707 NW 6th Street

5City Hall
55 SE 3rd Avenue4

Public Library
206 SW 16th Street8DCF & Health 

Department
1690 NW 9th Avenue

7

US Post Office
1000 SR 70 East11Sheriff’s

Department
504 NW 4th Street

10

City Police 
Department
50 SE 2nd Avenue

3

County
Courthouse
304 NW 2nd Street

6

Judicial Center
304 NW 2nd Street9

HCA Raulerson
Hospital
1796 Hwy 441 N

12
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Background photo of Lake Okeechobee by Richard Marion/Okeechobee Community Guide



Catch 
some big 
fish on 
the big 
lake
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Lake Okeechobee has been 
a premier fishing destination for 
decades, and multiple fishing tour-
naments are held on the lake every 
year. Major League Fishing hosted 
its Toyota Series tournament on 
Lake O in January of 2024, which 
saw Florida native Jessie Mizell 
claim the top prize. Mizell won 
$44,000 with a three day total of 
79 lbs. Mizell said he fished mainly 
the north part of the lake for the 
tournament. He said he used prop 
bait and frog for the most part to 
catch fish but also mixed things up 
with a vibrating jig and a worm.

A rainy dry season had the lake 

higher 
than 
normal to 
start the year. Lake Okeechobee’s 
water level reached 16.28 feet in 
January of 2024. The lake’s eco-
logical envelope – the most bene-
ficial range for the lake’s ecology 
– ranges from 12 to 12.5 feet at the 
start of the wet season to 15.5 feet 
at the start of the dry season.

“The water is extremely high,” 
says Power-Pole pro Darrell Davis 
of Dover, Florida, who has three 
top-10 finishes in FLW tourna-
ments on Lake Okeechobee. “The 
fish are pretty scattered, and the 

high water has definitely opened 
up quite a few new areas.”

In contrast to the current high 
level, Lake O went through a dryer 
period in late 2018 and early 2019.

The lower water levels in the 
lake affected navigation throughout 
2019, but proved to be good for 
the lake overall. Florida Audubon 
Society’s Okeechobee science co-
ordinator, Dr. Paul Gray, explained 
that the lower water level allows 
sunlight to reach 
the lake bed and 

Lake Okeechobee, the 
second-largest freshwater 
lake within the continental 
United States, is a vast 
shallow lake with a surface 
area covering 730 square 
miles. “Okeechobee” comes 
from the Seminole words 
meaning “big and water.”

• See Fishing
on page 30

Fishing



State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly great rates 
right around the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Gretchen Robertson Ins Agy Inc
Gretchen Robertson, Agent
309 NE 2ND ST
Okeechobee, FL  34972
Bus: 863-763-5561
Hablamos Español

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly great rates 
right around the corner.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly great rates 
right around the corner.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

310 NE 6th Ave in Okeechobee
863-763-3688

Call Florida Trophy Gators today!

Florida Trophy Gators has a line of alligator products.
We can make these products from your trophy gator or from our stock of quality 

alligator hides.
Shoes, boots, belts, purses, wallets, handbags and totes

Over

32
Years of 

Experience!
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help regrow vegetation. 
New vegetation would 
provide a spawning 
ground for fish species 
during the wet season 
and cover for those 
same fish as they grow 
and increase in size.

“I was in a meeting 
with scientists from the 
district and the Florida 
Wildlife Commission, 
and it was unanimous 
in the room that ev-
erybody wanted the lake 
to get to 11 feet because 
that’s what it is going to 
take to get those plants 
back,” said Dr. Gray. “I 
know lower levels make 
navigation inconvenient 
and that’s unfortunate, 
but we gotta take our 
medicine to get well.”

Derrick Moore, tour-
nament director of the 
Lake Okeechobee Crap-
pie Series, echoed those 
thoughts by Dr. Gray.

“I feel like the future of 
the fishing on our lake is 
depending upon the man-
agement and treating of 
the lake and vegetation,” 
explained Mr. Moore. “A 
healthy balance of me-
chanical harvesting and 
spraying areas that can’t 
be reached by mechanical 
harvesting is essential to 
the overall future of fishing 
on the lake. The lake 
needs vegetation to act as 
natural filters for harmful 
substances that enters the 
lake from the Kissimmee 

River. Likewise these 
fish need vegetation for a 
number of reasons; shelter, 
food and more so for crap-
pie-spawning areas.”

Mr. Moore had a few 
tried and true tips for 
anglers looking to get in 
some fishing on the lake in 
the upcoming year. 

“Lake Okeechobee is 
one of the best fisheries 
in the world,” said Mr. 
Moore. “Early in the year 
the crappie move into the 
shallow parts of the lake 
in vegetation, this hold 
true for the entire lake, 
whether you are fishing 
the south end near Pa-
hokee, the west side near 
Lakeport, north side in 
Okeechobee, and the east 
side near Port Mayaca. 
You can find some nice 
quality and quantity when 
jigging in the vegeta-
tion and using minnows 
around the outside edges. 
A nice long light rod and 
small reel is ideal catching 
crappie on Okeechobee 
and some jigs that can be 

purchased from any bait 
and tackle store around 
the lake. These methods 
is used by majority of the 
anglers who compete in 
our Lake Okeechobee 
Crappie Series.”

One of the things 
that makes fishing on 
Okeechobee so special is 
just its sheer size. With 
the lake being nearly half 
the size of the state of 
Rhode Island, the eco-
system of the lake can be 
wide-ranging.

“This lake has the 
most diverse ecosystem 
of any I have ever seen,” 
said Okeechobee Fishing 
Headquarters owner Mike 
Krause. “And I’ve fished 
in Florida all my life. You 
have 730 square miles of 
water and you can go from 
one side of the lake where 
it’s solid rock to another 
side where it’s nothing 
but muck, then you will 
find another corner that’s 
sand. So many species and 
different types of wildlife. 
It’s special.”

Fishing
• From page 28



Shop the rest,
Now shop the best
Mid-State Sheds, LLC

863-623-4719

We have sheds ready to purchase & be delivered on our lot, 
or we can custom design your vision to fi t your needs.

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED
140 NW 30th Lane | Okeechobee, FL 34972 | 863-623-4719 

Visit our Facebook page @MidStateSheds or our website at MidStateSheds.com

We Offer U-Haul Rentals!

Mid-State Sheds, LLCMid-State Sheds, LLCMid-State Sheds, LLCMid-State Sheds, LLCMid-State Sheds, LLCMid-State Sheds, LLCMid-State Sheds, LLCMid-State Sheds, LLC
863-623-4719863-623-4719863-623-4719863-623-4719863-623-4719863-623-4719863-623-4719863-623-4719863-623-4719863-623-4719863-623-4719863-623-4719

We support veterans!



Youth sports and ath-
letics in Okeechobee

There are plenty of 
athletic opportunities in 
Okeechobee, no matter 
what sport your child is 
interested in.

The Okeechobee 
County School District 
offers a number of op-
portunities to participate 
in team and individual 
sports. In addition to 
school sports, there are 
community and travel 
teams.

Volleyball enthusi-
asts can join the Chobee 
Volleyball Academy. 
The group is a nonprofit 
organization designed to 
expose young girls to the 
game of volleyball. The 
league serves a variety of 
ages. They compete in 
tournaments around the 
state and in rec leagues 
here in Okeechobee. 
More information can be 
obtained on the group’s 
official Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/
chobeevolleyballacademy.

The Okeechobee Bulls 
Youth Athletic League is 
part of the National Pop 
Warner Football Program. 
They play teams from the 
surrounding areas during 
fall. Home games are held 
at the Okeechobee Sports 
Complex. Divisions are 6 
years and up, 8 years and 
up, 10 years and up, 12 
years and up, and 14 years 
and up. The Bulls Youth 
Athletic League can be 
contacted by email at 
obyal.pw@gmail.com. 

Okeechobee County 
Parks and Recreation 
provides leagues for youth 
soccer and basketball. 
Youth basketball for ages 
6-14 takes place from 
January through March. 
Youth soccer for ages 5-13 
lasts for up to 12 weeks 
between October and 
December.

Okeechobee County 
also provides a summer 
play camp and a summer 
swim league from June to 
August. Adults can also 
join softball leagues that 

run twice per year, be-
tween April and June, and 
again between October 
and December. Adults 
also can join a flag football 
league that plays games 
in January and February. 
The Okeechobee Citizens 
Recreational Associa-
tion (OCRA) offers boys 
baseball and T-Ball, as 
well as, girls fast pitch 
softball at the Okeechobee 
County Sports Complex 
for participants 5-14 
years of age. This pro-
gram begins in March and 
ends in June. OCRA also 
offers boys tackle and flag 
football as well girls cheer-
leading at the Okeechobee 
County Sports Complex 
for participants 5-14 years 
of age. This program be-
gins in October and runs 
through December. For 
more information con-
tact OCRA by email at 
ocra2022@yahoo.com.

Boxfit Okeechobee 
offers training and spar-
ring for both boys and 
girls. In 2019 one of the 
gym’s students, Karina 
Maldonado, was named 
the Junior Olympic 
Regional boxing champ 
after wining a tournament 
in South Carolina. More 
information can be found 
at their official Facebook 
page at www.facebook.
com/boxfitokeechobee, or 
by reaching out by email 
at boxfitokeechobee@
gmail.com

Lake O Elite Athletics 
provides opportunities 
for youth to participate in 
football, cheer, and track, 

as well as a digital media 
program. Cheer and foot-
ball sign-ups end July 1. 
For more information visit 
www.lakeosports.com.

Chobee Nation basket-
ball provides travel ball 
experience for aspiring 
basketball players. There 
are teams for boys in the 
fifth grade to eighth grade 
and girls 12 and under. 
There are other teams for 
high school age children. 
The Chobee Nation high 
school boys’ basketball 
team won back-to-back 
United States Specialty 
Sports Association nation-
al championships in 2016 
and 2017. More infor-
mation can be found at 
facebook.com/chobeena-
tionbasketball.

The Shockwaves 
Summer Swim Team 
program is for swimmers 
ages 5-18 and is held at 
the Okeechobee County 
Sports Complex Swim-
ming Pool. For more 
information, along with 
start times, please contact 
the swimming pool at 
863-467-7667.

The Treasure Coast 
offers numerous travel ball 
opportunities in sports 
that include softball, 
soccer, baseball and vol-
leyball that many of our 
local athletes take part in. 
There is normally a league 
charge. These teams travel 
across the state, which 
challenges the athlete with 
more practice time, more 
instruction and better 
competition.
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Kids can play ball and 
more in Okeechobee

Youth 
Athletics



If we don’t have it, we can get it!
Serving Food Tuesday - Saturday from 11am - 7pm

Fresh Fish & Seafood Market open Tuesday - Saturday from 10am - 6pm
7841 Hwy 78 West, Okeechobee, FL 34974

863-357-7500

For all your beer, wine, and 
liquor needs, look no farther 
than Mary Ann’s Corner

30 Hwy 98 North, Okeechobee
863.467.9889
Hours: ???

Offi ce: 863-484-8588
101 SW 3rd Ave. • Okeechobee 

View our listings online at
legacyrealtyfl .com

LegacyRealEstateFL
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Transmission Flushes &
Differential changes available

Most Major Brands Of Oil Available
Diesel air & Fuel Filters

Family owned and operated 
since 1987 Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 - 5:30

Saturday 8:00 - 12 noon

708 N. Parrott Avenue | 863-467-5599

DRIVE IN • NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED
We Service Motor Homes

Quik-Change
Oil & Lube Service Center

License # MV20136

Ron’s Old Coins

Thank you

Gold & Silver Coins and 
Jewelry 

Buying & Selling • Estates
Dealer & Appraiser

Ronsoldcoins@gmail.com

for the privilege of serving 
our community for 20 years 

at the Trading Post Flea Market

3100 S. Hwy 441, Bay #73
Okeechobee, FL 34974

(863) 261-4714 • (863) 464-7572

Clean, Comfortable Rooms

Free WiFi - MicroFridge - Free Parking

507 N. Parrott Avenue (Hwy 441 N),  Okeechobee, FL 34972
863-763-1148
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2024 Election Schedule
Presidential Preference Primary Election

Registration Deadline: February 20, 2024
Early Vote: March 9-16, 2024

8:30am-6:00pm
Election Day: March 19, 2024

Polls open: 7:00am-7:00pm
Republican Ballot Only

 
Primary Election:

Registration Deadline: July 22, 2024
Early Vote: August 10-17, 2024

8:30am-6:00pm
Election Day: August 20, 2024
Polls Open: 7:00am-7:00pm

 
General Election:

Registration Deadline: October 7, 2024
Early Vote: October 26 – November 2, 2024

8:30am-6:00pm
Election Day: November 5, 2024

Polls Open: 7:00am-7:00pm
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• For families looking 
for a quiet place to relax 
and hold a family event or 
picnic, consider the Alton 
Chandler Civic Center 
at 20350 U.S. 98 N. in 
Basinger. They provide 
an enclosed building 
available for rent, a picnic 
area with pavilion and a 
playground.

• The Douglas Brown 
Community Center at 826 
N.E. 16th Ave. includes 
an enclosed building, a 
picnic area with pavilion, 
a playground and multiple 
basketball courts.

• The Okeechobee 
Civic Center at 1750 U.S. 
98 N. includes fields for 
sports activities and an 
enclosed building for wed-
dings and other events.

• The Okeechobee 
Historical Park across the 

street provides a histori-
cal museum and the old 
school house.

• Team sports are 
played at the OK Soft-
ball Field complex at 950 
N.W. 23rd Lane. This 
facility includes two light-
ed softball fields, a sand 
volleyball court, restrooms 
and a fenced playground.

• Various Okeechobee 
school facilities are also 
available for rent for rec-
reational purposes. They 
include gymnasiums at 
Okeechobee High School, 
2800 U.S. 441 N., Os-
ceola Middle School at 
825 S.W. 28th St., and 
Yearling Middle School at 
925 N.W. 23rd Lane.

• The Okeechobee 
County Sports Com-
plex is the centerpiece 
of Okeechobee’s rec-

reational facilities. The 
facility at 640 N.W. 27th 
Lane includes a swim-
ming pool and bathhouse, 
four baseball and softball 
fields for youth, a football 
and soccer multi-pur-
pose field, two basket-
ball courts, eight tennis 
courts, a picnic pavilion 
and the Wooden Jungle 
playground. The county 
recently started construc-
tion on a splash pad at the 
Sports Complex, which 
will be completed soon.

• Kiwanis Park at 
350 N.W. Sixth Ave. 
is located in the City of 
Okeechobee. It includes 
a picnic pavilion, play-
ground area, open space, 
a tennis court, skate park 
and a baseball field.

• The Practice Field 
complex is a large area of 

fields at 3001 N.W. 10th 
Terrace. It includes base-
ball, softball, football and 
soccer fields.

• Willie Alderman Field 
at 424 N.E. 15th Ave. 
provides a field for adult 
softball and youth baseball 
with fence and dugouts.

• Okeechobee’s 
Agri-Civic Center at 
4601 State Road 710 also 
includes fields for soccer 
and places to jog and 
walk.

• Boating, fishing and 
other activities are wel-
comed at several facilities 
in Okeechobee. The Clif 
Betts Jr. Lakeside Recre-
ation Area (once called 
Lock 7) at 200 SR 78 W. 
includes boat ramps, a 
fishing pier, parking areas, 
and 
access to 

Lots of fun recreation 
opportunities in Okeechobee

Recreation

Okeechobee is 
host to a number 

of recreational 
facilities that are 
suited for a wide 

variety of different 
interests.

• See Recreation
on page 40



Hydraulic Assemblies 
in Minutes

109 NW 9th Avenue, 
Okeechobee, FL 34972

863-357-3311 
ccindent1@aol.com

Authorized Dealer

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AND SAVE!!

863-824-2231
BrownandCompanyRealty.org

“Where relationships and customer 
satisfaction are a priority”

221 NE Park Street, 
Okeechobee, Fl. 34972

Stop in for all of your 
Hippie needs!

413 SW Park St., Okeechobee
863-484-5172

Tapestries • Posters • Flags 
Stones & Healing Crystals

Women’s, Kids’ & Men’s Apparel
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Walpole Feed
Bulk & Bagged Feeds

Weaning Ration • Heifer Developer • Bull Feeds • Show Feeds

Liquid Feed Supplements
16% - 24% - 32%

Also give your cows a boost with our 
High Energy far added products

Walpole Feed & Supply
Hwy 98 N. in Okeechobee

(Next to the Livestock Market)

800-343-8474
863-763-6905 
Fax: 863-763-6264

Distributor of Suga-Lik™
Since 1980

Celebrating 49 Years



1 Medicare Plan Expert is a licensed insurance sales agent/producer. Benefits, features and/or devices vary by plan/area. 
Limitations, exclusions and/or network restrictions may apply. Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company 
or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in the plan depends on 
the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare. Most chosen based on total plan enrollment from CMS Enrollment Data, August 2023. 
The Right Plan Promise is our commitment to provide you with tools and agent/producer support to help you find a plan in 
UnitedHealthcare’s Medicare plan portfolio that meets your needs. It is not a guarantee that UnitedHealthcare offers a plan 
that meets the needs of every consumer. Plan recommendations are based on the information that you provide regarding your 
health coverage needs. Requests to disenroll or change plans remain subject to applicable Medicare regulations and Federal 
and state laws/regulations. © 2023 United HealthCare Services, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Y0006_091823DTUB2CF_C SPRJ82250

Need help finding the right Medicare plan? 
Trust UnitedHealthcare.
With plans designed for all styles, stages and ages of Medicare, there’s a 
UnitedHealthcare plan to fit your life.

Talk to an expert
You can always seek the advice of a 
UnitedHealthcare Medicare Plan Expert.1

Clearly navigate your choices 
Lean on a Medicare Plan Expert to be your 
guide. They have the insights to help you 
through your options based on your needs 
and budget.

Call today
1-844-236-3281, TTY 711
8 a.m.–8 p.m. local time, 7 days a week

Learn more at ShopUHC.com

Made to be easier 
Our plan recommendation tool will help you 
find plans based what is important to you

Access to all the information 
you need 
•  A provider lookup tool to help ensure all of

your providers are in-network

•  A drug cost estimator to help you understand
how your drugs will be covered under the
plan and what they’ll cost as a member

Help is available 
Live chat with a Medicare Plan Expert to 
ask questions

Shop with ease online
Our online shopping experience helps makes it 
simple for you to find the right UnitedHealthcare 
plan and feel reassured with your decision. You 
can shop and enroll your way, any time — 24/7. 

The UnitedHealthcare Right Plan 
PromiseTM is our commitment to helping 
you find the right plan for you.
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Shooting 
Sports

Okeechobee features premier 
shooting sport options

The wide open spaces 
of Okeechobee County 
are home to some of the 
best shooting sports facili-
ties in South Florida.

Okeechobee County 
has a variety of options for 
those who enjoy shooting 
sports with clay shoots, 
target competitions, cow-
boy action and hunting.

Quail Creek Planta-
tion, 12399 N.E. 224th 
Street, is a pristine wil-
derness where sports-
men revel at the sight of 
pointing dogs racing back 
and forth across expansive 
fields, and the suspense of 
walking into the feath-
ered whirlwind of a rising 
covey. The plantation also 
offers sport shooting on 
two scenic, 14-station ful-
ly automatic clay shoot-
ing courses. Quail Creek 

hosts multiple shooting 
competitions throughout 
the year, most recently 
playing host for the 2024 
Jack Links Cup.

O.K. Corral Gun 
Club, 9449 N.E. 48th St., 
has 29 shooting stations 
with sporting clay courses, 
covered 5-stand, wob-
ble deck, covered pistol/
rifle ranges, competition 
shooting park and even 
an old west street with 
Cowboy Action shooting. 
The club offers night time 
shooting events through-
out the year and recently 
added pickleball courts for 
members.

Center Mass Gun 
Range, 1934 Center St., 
is Okeechobee’s only 
indoor gun range and fea-
tures many climate-con-
trolled shooting lanes. The 

range also features seven 
simulation rooms where 
shooters can take turns 
playing through sever-
al computer-generated 
scenarios such as a zombie 
apocalypse and an Old 
West shoot-out.

Okeechobee Shooting 
Sports, 7055 N.E. 48th 
St., has rifle and pistol 
ranges, with five 5-stand 
sporting clays fields, trap 

and skeet fields and shoot-
ing galleries.

Duck hunting, hog 
hunting and alligator 
hunting are also popular in 
Okeechobee, with some 
hunting allowed on public 
land as well as hunting 
with permission on private 
property. For more on 
Florida hunting seasons, 
licenses and permits, go 
online to myfwc.com.

the scenic trail.
• Okee-Tantie at 10430 

SR 78 W. includes a park-
ing area and boat ramps. 

• The Scott Driver 
Recreation Area at 10101 
S.R. 78 W. includes an 
enclosed area for meet-
ings, parking area and 
boat ramps. 

• Other locations 
for boaters include the 
Kissimmee River C-38 
complex at 8400 S.W. 
99th Drive.

• Platts Bluff Park at 
15925 N.W. 56th St. also 
includes a boat ramp.

• The Nubbin Slough, 
Rim Canal facility at 6206 
U.S. 441 S.E. includes a 
parking area, boat ramp, 
fishing area and access 
to the Lake Okeechobee 
Scenic Trail.

• Also available is the 
Henry Creek Boat Ramp 
at 10654 U.S. 98 S., 
which provides access to 
the rim canal and fishing 
opportunities.

• The Taylor Creek 
boat ramp at 700 S.E. 
Fourth St. is a popular 
area for boaters.

• The Taylor Creek 
Stormwater Treatment 
Area is a popular spot 

for hikers, walkers and 
bicyclists. It is located at 
7201 U.S. 441 N. It has 
three miles of hiking and 
bicycling trails.

• The Kissimmee River 
public use area includes 
30,000 acres of public 

recreation in Highlands, 
Okeechobee and Glades 
counties, with a trailhead 
on U.S. 98 in Basinger. 
Camping, hiking and 
hunting opportunities are 
available at various times 
of the year.

Recreation
Recreation
• From page 36



Experience, Integrity and Hard Work

Opening Doors is What We Do

Residential  Acreage  Commercial

David Hazellief, 
Broker

(863) 610-1553

(863) 763-2104 • www.century21okeechobee.com • admin@c21okee.com
1200 South Parrott Ave.  Okeechobee, FL 34974

Sharon Prevatt, 
Realtor

(863) 634-7069

Mark Goodbread,
Realtor

(863) 634-6999

Lucy Olivarez, 
Realtor

(863) 801-4516

Carmen Guerrero,
Offi ce Manager/

Customer Service
Se Habla Español

AG 98 Trailer Sales 

  Truck Accessories & Trailer Parts and Service: 863-763-3555
Trailer Sales: 863-763-3033

455 US HWY 98 North  Okeechobee, Florida
Hours: Monday thru Friday 8:00-5:00PM · www.ag98trailer.com

Ag 98 is a full service equipment, livestock and enclosed cargo trailer dealer.

Contact us today for all
your trailer needs!

SouthCentralFloridaLife.com | Lake Okeechobee News | Okeechobee Community Guide 2024 | February 14, 2024 | 41



Please call today
 for your free estimate! 

863-634-9104
Our Tree Services Include:
 Tree Removal
 Tree Trimming
 Annual Tree Maintenance
 Stump Grinding
 Stump Removal
 Land Clearing
 Debris Removal & Hauling
 Bobcat Services

DEMOLITION of
 Buildings
 Houses
 Mobile Homes
 Barns
 Sheds
 Concrete Removal

Locally owned, operated, licensed and insured

Please call today
 for your free estimate! 



SERVICES
Heating • Cooling • Commercial HVAC

Indoor Air Quality • Ductless AC
Duct Cleaning • Dryer Vent Cleaning

863-467-1545
109 NW 7th Ave. 

Okeechobee, FL 34972
MillersCentralAir.comLICENSE #CA-C058675

CALL TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Call 
TODAY!

Free 
Estimates

Our Crew

863-467-6707
www.highlandpest.com

Locally owned and operated.
Proudly serving areas around Lake Okeechobee

Locally owned and operated.Locally owned and operated.

TODAY!

EstimatesWinner

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL SPECIALISTS
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Hospice Care Comes to You
in Okeechobee County
VITAS® Healthcare cares for patients at  
home, wherever they call home.  
Now accepting patients in Okeechobee County.

For over 40 years, VITAS has helped people with advanced 
illness achieve greater comfort, dignity and quality of life by 
bringing hospice care wherever our patients need it. 

Hospice doesn’t mean giving up or compromising on quality 
of care. Get everything you need—supplies, medications and 
a team of experts—at home with VITAS.

SINCE 1980

800.723.3233 
VITAS.comVITAS.com
1101 North Parrott Avenue, Suite 1
Okeechobee, Florida 34972 Okeechobee Community Guide 2024 | February 14, 2024 | 45Okeechobee Community Guide 2024 | February 14, 2024 | 45
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Hiking & 
Biking Lake O area offers great Lake O area offers great 

bike riding and hikingbike riding and hiking

More than half of the 
trail is paved, and the 
remainder consists of a 
two-track gravel roadway 
on top of the 35-foot high 
Herbert Hoover Dike.

The height above the 
surrounding area provides 
hikers, bikers, and wildlife 
watchers with scenic vis-
tas of the lake. The trail is 
open year round and can 
be utilized for short day 
hikes or loop hikes

There is a map avail-
able from the Army Corps 
of Engineers that identi-
fies where the closures are, 
and it can be found online 
at the following site: 
www.saj.usace.army.mil/
Portals/44/docs/Recre-
ation/LOST%20map%20
508.pdf

The LOST trail is a 
great place to get out and 
see the lake and enjoy the 
cooler temperatures that 
we enjoy in the winter 
time here in Okeechobee. 
In the summer, people 
tend to run or walk the 
trail either early in the 

morning or around sunset, 
to avoid the Florida heat. 
A bonus of hitting the 
LOST trail at those times 
are the great sunrises and 
sunsets you’ll get to see 
while getting exercise.

There are several good 
sections of the Florida 
Scenic Trail in the area to 
sample as a section hiker 
on a cool winter morning, 
if you desire. The Flori-
da Trail follows the dike 
around Lake Okeechobee 
both to the east and the 
west sides. The trail has 
been expanded recently 
in northern Okeechobee 
County, to eliminate a 15-
mile road walk up Micco 
Bluff Road.

The Florida Trail, in 
that part of the county, is 
in several defined sec-
tions. The section of the 
trail just south of the new 
expansion is named the 
Chandler Slough North 
section, and roughly 
parallels U.S. 98, with a 
fence crossing just a bit 
north of Northwest 144th 

Trail. This portion of trail 
is 3.56 miles long and 
ends when it reaches U.S. 
98, just east of the river. 
Before the expansion, to 
stay on the trail, a 15-mile 
road walk, along U.S. 98 
and Micco Bluff Road, all 
the way to the entrance 
to Starvation Slough was 
required.

In 2018, a new section 
called the Micco Trail 
Section was developed 
and allows the hiker to 
skip most of the road walk 
with a new 12.12-mile-
long section. The Micco 
section begins right across 
U.S. 98 from the gate 
at the north end of the 
Chandler Slough North 
section, and passes an im-
proved camping area near 
its beginning. The trail 
then stays in the forest 
and wildland for the entire 
distance. The Florida 
Trail Association and its 
volunteers are responsible 
for trail expansion through 
there and work with 
landowners and, in this 

case, South Florida Water 
Management District to 
establish the new trail 
section. The local Trail 
Association also maintains 
the trail by marking the 
trail with paint blazes on 
trees and with mowing to 
keep the trail clear. They 
do an amazing job and are 
to be commended for their 
efforts.

Each year, 20 to 40 
people strike out to hike 
the length of the Florida 
Scenic Trail in a single 
outing. At times they have 
to take to the road, due 
to construction on the 
dike, or due to sections 
of the trial that are cur-
rently a road walk. You’ll 
recognize them by their 
substantial backpacks 
and twin walking sticks, 
as they move along the 
shoulder of the road. If 
you should see one of 
these folks, a gift of cold 
water or soda is usually 
happily accepted. And 
please, give them plenty of 
room as you pass.

The Lake Okeechobee Scenic 
Trail (LOST) continues to be 
an important resource when it 
comes to hiking and cyling in the 
Okeechobee area.

Designated as part of the 
Florida National Scenic Trail in 
1993, LOST is an approximately 
110-mile trail encircling the lake.



CARS FOR EVERY BUDGET

Mitchell Vitella, owner of M & M Auto 
Brokers Inc., has called Okeechobee 
home since 2002.  Originally from South 
Florida, Mitchell and his family owned 
and operated GCR Transport there for 
over 19 years.  With their passion for 
the outdoors, horses, air boating and 
quick trips to the beach, the Vitella family 
settled into the Okeechobee way of life 
with ease.

Mitchell has owned and operated M 
& M Auto Brokers since 2007 and has 
sold thousands of vehicles in and around 
Okeechobee County.  He said, “How 
fortunate I am to be able to help folks 
from all walks of life.”  

M & M Auto is more than a local car 
dealership.  The offi ce is very welcoming 
and often you can fi nd locals just hanging out, 
chatting it up, drinking coffee, and eating lunch 
with Mitchell (or eating Mitchell’s lunch!).

If you haven’t been to M&M Auto Brokers, 
come on by and meet Mitchell.  He is happy 
to work with you because he really is “A 
Sweetheart of a Guy!”

M & M Auto Brokers, Inc.
3565 Hwy 441 N • Okeechobee, FL 34972

(863) 763-0330
mandmautobrokersinc.com • mmmitch@live.com
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909 S Parrot Ave
Okeechobee
863-763-7553
Hours: Monday-Sunday 6:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

BREAKFAST & LUNCH

“
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”

Open 7 Days from 
6:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Located at the
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY AIRPORT

2800 NW 20th Trail | Okeechobee, FL 34974
863.467.6828

www.CafetheLandingStrip.com

• Residential
• Commercial
• FREE Estimates
• Sales
• Service
• 24 HR EMERGENCY SERVICE

863.801.5644
208 SW 7th Ave 

Okeechobee, FL 34974

INSURED & 
LICENSED 
CAC1820776

LICENSED & INSURED #3218

208 SW 7th Ave 

passionpaintsllc@gmail.com

863.357.0245 208 SW 7th Ave 
Okeechobee, FL 34974



Tile, Vinyl, Carpet and           
   Wood Flooring 
     Kitchen/Bath Cabinets  
        & Countertops 
           Shutters
               Shades
                  Window Blinds

                             30 Years Serving Okeechobee | Family Owned & Operated

               818 S. Parrott Avenue • (863) 763-6554 
               jeanettesinteriors.com

Jeanette’s Interiors
“We Make Remodeling Easy”

Ask About Our 
No-Interest Financing!

One Room, 
Whole Home 

or Office!

Jeanette’s Interiors
      “We Make Remodeling Easy”

Tile, Vinyl, Carpet and 
Wood Flooring 
Kitchen/Bath Cabinets & 

Countertops 
 Shutters • Shades

Window Blinds

30 Years Serving Okeechobee | Family Owned & Operated
818 S. Parrott Avenue • (863) 763-6554

 jeanettesinteriors.com

FREE
ESTIMATES

One Room, 
Whole Home 

or Offi ce!
Ask About Our 

No-Interest Financing!

ADRIAN’S 
CARPET CARE

Professional Truck Mount Steam Cleaning

FREE
ESTIMATESESTIMATESESTIMATES

24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY

WATER REMOVAL

863-763-7774

INSURANCE WORK WELCOME

Residential & Commercial

CALL ABOUT 
OUR SPECIALS

Carpet & Furniture Cleaning
Area Rugs

Deodorizing
Scotchgard

Tile & Grout Cleaning

Owned by & located at 
Jeanette’s Interiors

818 S. Parrott Ave. | Okeechobee, FL

FREE
ESTIMATES

C I T Y  E L E C T R I C  S U P P LY

1111 SW PARK STREET
Okeechobee, FL 34972

Ph: 863.357.3444
F: 863.357.3340
C: 863.634.8483

CityElectricSupply.com

WHAT WE OFFER
CES provides electrical supplies in all 
markets of the construction industry.

The company also offers specialized 
solutions through our National Solutions 
division, which includes Corporate 
Solutions, General Service Administration 
(GSA), Electric Vehicle (EV), 
Marine, Strategic Solutions, and 
Power Infrastructure Solutions.

With the industry knowledge 
to help with any project, CES 
saves customers time and 
money, whether a large-scale 
multinational corporation or a 
locally owned business.

Walter Goggans
Branch Manager
walter.goggans@
cityelectricsupply.com

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN FOOD. 
DELICIOUS. ALWAYS.

1100 S. Parrott Ave.
Okeechobee, FL 34974

Open Every Day 10am ‘til 9pm
Drive thru window available

(863) 623-4188

Scan the 
QR Code to 
order online

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN FOOD. 
DELICIOUS. ALWAYS.
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Clubs & Organizations

• Alcoholics Anony-
mous

772-873-9299. For 
meetings, please see 
aastlucieintergroup.com/
meetings/.

• American Legion 
#64

863-763-2950. Meet-
ings are the second 
Tuesday of every month 
at 6 p.m., located at 
the American Legion, 
501 S.E. Second St., 
POST64@centurylink.
net, visit Okeechobee 
American Legion Post 
#64 on Facebook.

• American Legion 
Auxiliary

863-763-2950. Meet-
ings are held the second 
Tuesday of every month 
at 6 p.m., located at the 
American Legion.

• American Red 
Cross

863-763-2488. Locat-
ed at 208 N. Parrott Ave., 
Okeechobee, FL 34972, 
redcross-pbc.org.

• Business Women’s 
Referral Network

863-467-2557, rayede-
usinger@gmail.com. Call 
for meetings and informa-
tion.

• Chamber of Com-
merce (Okeechobee)

55 S. Parrott Ave. 
Visit their website at 
okeechobeebusiness.com, 
email info@okeechobee-
business.com, visit their 
Facebook page or call 
863-467-6246.

• East Coast Migrant 
Head Start

863-467-6930. Locat-
ed at 762 N.E. 16th Ave., 
Okeechobee, ecmhsp.org.

• Fraternal Order of 
Eagles #4137

863-763-2552. Meet-
ings are held the first and 
third Tuesday of every 
month at 7 p.m. All meet-
ings are located at 9985 
U.S. 441 N.

• Fraternal Order of 
Eagles #4509

863-467-1154. Meet-
ings are members only. 
Aeries meet the first and 
third Wednesdays of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. Ladies 
meet on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of 
every month at 6:30 p.m. 
Eagle Riders meet on the 
second Thursday of every 
month at 7 p.m. of each 
month and trustees meet 
every Monday at 4:30 

p.m. Meeting is at 4701 
U.S. 441 S.E.

• Friends of the 
Okeechobee Library

863-763-3536. Meet-
ings are held the third 
Wednesday of every 
month at 4 p.m., at the 
Okeechobee Library, 206 
S.W. 16th St.

• Garden & Orchid 
Club

863-763-7800, Meet-
ings are held the third 
Monday of every month 
at 6 p.m., at the UF/IFAS 
Extension office, 458 U.S. 
98, Okeechobee.

• Guardians ad Litem
Guardian ad Litem 

Okeechobee 
clubs and 
organizations 
welcome new 
members and 
visitors.



ELI’S TRAILER SALES
908 NW PARK ST • OKEECHOBEE, FL 34972

863-467-4620 • WWW.ELISTRAILERSALES.NET

YOUR LOCAL DEALER FOR ALL YOUR FAVORITE BRANDS & MORE!

OKEECHOBEE
907 NW PARK ST. 

863-763-2984

ARCADIA
1011 EAST OAK ST.

863-494-6088

DUNDEE
27996 HWY 27
863-439-6655

www.ElisWesternWear.com
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram 

for New Arrivals and Sales

LAYAWAY & 
FREE GIFT WRAPPING 
ALWAYS AVAILABLE

ELI’S WESTERN WEAR

YOUR LOCAL DEALER FOR ALL YOUR FAVORITE BRANDS & MORE!YOUR LOCAL DEALER FOR ALL YOUR FAVORITE BRANDS & MORE!

From the Arena to  the  runway,  we’ve  got  you covered!
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Clubs & Organizations
always needs more vol-
unteers to advocate for 
Children in Foster Care. 
For more information on 
meetings and location, 
visit guardianadlitem.org 
or call 772-785-5804.

• Kiwanis Club
Meetings are held ev-

ery Thursday at Lakeside 
Restaurant, 1111 S. Par-
rott Ave. Meetings start 
at noon. For information, 
visit www.facebook.com/
OkeechobeeKiwanis.

• Loyal Order of 
the Moose #2417 
(South)

863-763-2250. first and 
third Thursdays of every 
month with the officers 
meetings at 10 a.m. and 
general memberships at 
11 a.m. located on 1016 
Linda Road, Buckhead 
Ridge.

• Moose Lodge 
#1753 (North)

863-763-4954. All 
meetings are held the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesday 
of every month. Men’s 
Officer meeting is at 6 
p.m. Womens meeting at 
6:30 p.m. and the general 
meeting is at 7 p.m. All 
meetings are held at 159 
N.W. 36th Street.

• Okeechobee Ama-
teur Radio Club

147.195 MHZ with 
100 Khz tone. Anyone 
who is licensed is welcome 
to check-in for informa-
tion. For more informa-
tion, call Mark Brandel, 
KF4EA, at 863-634-7021 
or email markwbrandel@

gmail.com.

• Okeechobee Bat-
tlefield Friends

863-610-2333. Meet-
ings are held as need-
ed. For information, 
email dowlingwatford@
okeechobeeford.com.

• Okeechobee Coun-
ty Board of Realtors

863-467-0004. Call for 
meetings and information.

• Okeechobee 
County Community 
Emergency Response 
Team

If you are inter-
ested in joining the 
Okeechobee Emergency 
Response Team, email 
okeechobeecert@gmail.
com.

• Okeechobee Coun-
ty 4-H

Numerous clubs in-
cluding livestock, cook-
ing, crafts, small animals, 
equestrian and more. For 
information, call 863-763-
6469.

• Okeechobee Demo-
cratic Party

863-532-6781. 
Okeechobee Democrat-
ic Party meets the third 
Wednesday of the month, 
beginning at 7 pm at 3169 
US Hwy 441 SE.

• Okeechobee Re-
publican Party

207-713-3720. Repub-
lican Party meets the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month 
at Lakeside Grill, 1111 S 
Parrott Ave., at 11 a.m.

• Okeechobee His-
torical Society

863-763-4344. The 
Historical Society meets 
the third Monday of the 
month from September 
until June, at noon, with 
a pot luck luncheon at 
the Okeechobee Histor-
ical Museum, 1850 U.S. 
98. Annual dues are $10. 
The museum is open on 
Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. (except holidays.)

• Okeechobee Main 
Street

okeechobeemain-
street.org, email info@
okeechobeemainstreet.
org, visit their Facebook 
page or call 863-357-
MAIN (6246).

• O.C.R.A. 
(Okeechobee Citi-
zens Recreational 
Assoc.)

Monthly meetings 
open to the public, held 
the second Thursday of 
every month at 6 p.m., at 
the Civic Center on U.S. 
98 North unless otherwise 
posted. For information , 
visit their Facebook page 
or email ocra2022@yahoo.
com.

• Rotary Club
Meetings are held 

every Tuesday at noon 

at Golden Corral, 700 S. 
Parrott Ave. For informa-
tion email mjahner09@
gmail.com or call 863-
634-8844.

• Tantie Quilters
863-763-4344. Meet-

ings are held on Thurs-
days from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

• Treasure Coast 
Builders Association

Okeechobee branch, 
863-467-2007; treasure-
coastba.com.

• VFW Post #10539
863-763-2308. Meetings 
are held the first Sunday 
of every month at noon. 
Meetings are held at the 
VFW Post, 3912 U.S. 441 
S.E.

• VFW Post #9528
863-467-2882. Meet-

ings are held the second 
Saturday of every month 
at 10 a.m. at 29012 E. 
S.R. 78.

• Vietnam Veterans 
Of America #1086

574-249-9495. Meet-
ings are held the first 
Thursday of every month 
at Beef O’ Brady’s at 7 
p.m. Veteran breakfast is 
held every Wednesday 
at Glady’s Restaurant at 
7:30 a.m. For info, email 
Jimcraig47@yahoo.com.



The Country Cooler 
Drive-Thru

An American family owned and opened 
drive-thru convenience store

Serving the Okeechobee community for 
over 30 years

701 NW Park St., Okeechobee
Open Every Day from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

• Financing available
• Free Estimates
• Residential and 
 Commercial
• Service
• Repair
• Installation

Licensed and Insured • #CAC1821451

863-634-3117
863-801-0604

AC Experts

& Refrigeration

863-634-3117
863-801-0604

WINTERIS HERE!Let an experienced, reliable A/C company work for you!!
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Dining 
Guide

Okeechobee is home to many unique 
restaurants! From an eatery where people 
fly in to dine, to a cattle market known for 
its burgers to a spot that will cook your 

catch fresh from Lake Okeechobee all the way 
to key lime pie known to be the best north of the Florida 

Keys, the sit-down dining options in and around 
Okeechobee, Florida will not disappoint! 
If you are looking for something quick to 
take home from a local grocery-store 
deli or a fast bite from a drive-thru, 
Okeechobee offers convenience as well 
as quality! At night, many food trucks and 
stands come alive. If a visit to Okeechobee 

is in your future, bring your appetite! 

Big Tasty’sBig Tasty’s
309 SW Park Street
863-623-5470 
Facebook.com/
bigtastys2018

Hours: Mon. - Fri.  
11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Big Tasty’s is a family 
owned and operated 
‘50s style diner offering 
lunch and dinner with a 
retro vibe. Their menu 
features classic diner 
foods such as burgers, 
chili cheese fries and 
hot dogs. Among their 
specialty burgers is the 
Brahman Burger, topped 
with chipotle mayo, 
BBQ sauce, pepperjack 
cheese and onion rings. 
Don’t forget dessert! Big 
Tasty’s offers the best 
hand spun milkshakes, 
sundaes, malts and even 
a banana split.
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121 SW Park Street ◆ 863-532-9096
2800 NW 20th Trail | Okeechobee, FL 34974

863.467.6828 | CafetheLandingStrip.com

American Legion Post 
#64 
501 SE 2nd St

Antojitos Mexicano’s 
3600 U.S. 441 S.

Applebee’s 
Neighborhood  
Grill & Bar 
1210 State Road 70 

Arby’s 
417 S. Parrott Ave. 

Beef ‘O’ Brady’s 
608 S. Parrott Ave. 

Big Tasty’s 
309 S.W. Park Street

Big O Flea Market 
3600 U.S. 441 S. 

Bill’s Mini Mart 
3007 SR-70E

Blitzkrieg BBQ & Grill 
3101 U.S. 441 S.

Blue Moon BBQ 
1600 State Rd. 70 E.

BoxerBros 
Locations vary

Bucio Chinese 
Restaurant 
104 S.E. Sixth St.

Brahma Bull 
Restaurant & Lounge 
2405 U.S. 441 S.E. 

Bravo 
802 N.E. Park St. 

Brown Cow Sweetery 
103 S.W. Park St.  

Burger King  
604 N.E. Park St.

Crossroads Restaurant 
5050 N.E. 128th Ave

Dairy Queen  
1212 S. Parrot Ave.

Ding A Ling Deli 
2107 U.S. 441 S.E.  

Domino’s 
1700 S. Parrott Ave.,

Duck Pub (Lakeport) 
1031 Lakeport Plz

Dunkin’ Donuts 
205 N.E. Park St. 
4993 U.S. 441 S.



El Rancho Market 
3901 U.S. 441 N. 

El Rico Tacos 
3600 U.S. 441 S.
El Rincon Boriqua  
711 N. Parrott Ave.
Fiesta Supermarket 
3691 U.S. 441
Fine Swine Nutrition 
108 S.E. Park St.
Gladys’ Restaurant 
511 S.W. Park St. 
Golden Corral 
700 S. Parrott Ave.
Good Spirits 
245 U.S. 441 
High Noon Café,  
OK Corral Gun Club 
9449 N.E. 48th St. 
Jersey Mike’s Subs 
611 S.W. Park St.
Joey’s Supreme Pizza 
107 S.W. Park St. 
Kahootz Draft House 
702 N.W. Park St. 

KFC 
3387 U.S. 441 S. 

King House Chinese 
Restaurant 
3399 U.S. 441 S. 

La Cabaña Taqueria 
110 S. Parrott Ave

1100 S. Parrott Ave.
Okeechobee, FL 34974

Open Every Day 10am ‘til 9pm
Drive thru window available

(863) 623-4188

AUTHENTIC 
MEXICAN FOOD. 
DELICIOUS.
ALWAYS.

MEXICAN FOOD. 
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309 S.W. Park St, Okeechobee, FL 34972
Monday - Friday 11:00am-7pm • Closed Sat & Sun

(863) 623-5470

Daily Lunch & Dinner 
Specials 

big tasty’s
Serving Lunch & Dinner

La CabanaLa Cabana
Taqueria y Taqueria y 
TortilleriaTortilleria
1100 S. Parrott Ave.
863-623-4188 
LaCabanaTaqueria.com
Hours: Open Every Day 
10:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Offering fresh and 
delicious Mexican food, 
La Cabana Taqueria is 
a family owned quick 
service restaurant 
located in downtown 
Okeechobee. Their 
menu consists of classic 
Mexican favorites such 
as taco salads, fajitas, 
street tacos, gorditas, 
and quesadillas, as well 
as authentic dishes like 
birria tacos and tripe 
soup. They also offer a 
convenient drive thru 
window. Order online 
through their website, 
call in your order for 
take out, or eat inside 
the establishment.

Landing  Landing  
Strip CafeStrip Cafe
2800 N.W. 20th Trail 
863-467-6828
CafeTheLandingStrip.com
Hours: Open Every Day 
from 7:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Located at the 
Okeechobee County 
Airport terminal 
building, Landing Strip 
Cafe invites you to enjoy 
your favorite breakfast 
or lunch items while 
watching a variety of 
aviation aircrafts taking 
off or landing at the 
runway. Breakfast is 
served all day long, and 
lunch begins at 10:00 
a.m. From their fluffy 
buttermilk pancakes to 
their signature pan fried 
omelettes, Landing Strip 
Cafe has a wide variety 
of specialties that will 
satisfy any breakfast 
craving. For lunch, try 
their Tuscany Pesto 
sandwich.

Los Cocos Los Cocos 
Mexican Mexican 
RestaurantRestaurant
107 N.W. Sixth Ave. 
863-467-0922
EatLosCocos.com
Hours: Tues. - Thurs. 10:30 
a.m. – 8:00 p.m., Fri. 10:30 
a.m. – 9 p.m., Sat. 10:30 
a.m. – 6:30 p.m. Closed Sun 
& Mon.

Delicious homemade 
cuisine in a family 
atmosphere! We 
offer a large variety 
of excellent Mexican 
entrees including tacos 
(crunchy or soft), 
tostadas, enchiladas, 
burritos (wet or dry), 
quesadillas, nachos, 
fajitas (steak, chicken, 
shrimp or mixed), taco 
salads and more! High 
quality ingredients 
and our authentic flour 
tortillas are a specialty 
you won’t find anywhere 
else. Catering and party 
trays available. 

Dining Guide



La Mariposa  
202 NE 2nd St. Suite 10

La Queretana 
Supermarket 
625 N.E. Park St. 
Lakeside Grill 
1111 S. Parrott Ave. 
Landing Strip Café 
2800 N.W. 20th Trail 
Lightsey’s Seafood 
Restaurant 
1506 S. Parrott Ave. 

Little Caesars Pizza 
2105 S. Parrott Ave. 

Lunch Box Grille 
Okeechobee KOA 
4276 U.S. 441 S. 

Lunkers Sports Bar & 
Grill 
4825 U.S. 441 S. 

Mable’s Place 
204 N.E. Seventh Ave.

McDonald’s 
4151 U.S. 441 S. 
401 E. North, S.W. Park St 

Mom’s Kitchen 
909 S. Parrott Ave. 

Niki’s Dixie Donuts 
121 SW Park St.

Nutmeg’s Cafe 
515 S.W. Park St.

Okeechobee Fish Co. 
7841 Hwy 78 West 

Okeechobee Livestock 
Market Restaurant 
1055 U.S. 98 N. 

Okee Poké 
122 SE Park Street

Paco’s Kitchen 
3100 U.S. 441 S.

Papa John’s Pizza 
414 N.E. Park St.

Park 112 
112 S.E. Park St. 

Park-it Market 
1600 State Road 70 E. 

Parrott Island Grill 
1001 S. Parrott Ave. 

Pizza Heaven 
208 S. Parrott Ave. 

Pizza Hut 
2795 U.S. 441 S. 

Pogey’s Family 
Restaurant 
1759 S. Parrott Ave. 

Popeye’s Louisiana 
Kitchen 
822 N.W. Park St. 

Publix 
3551 U.S. 441 S. 

Pueblo Viejo 
3415 U.S. 441 S. 

Quail Creek Plantation 
12399 NE 224th Street

RaceTrac 
975 NE Park St.

If we don’t have it, we can get it!
7841 Hwy 78 West, Okeechobee, FL 34974Celebrati ng 42 years!! Thanks Okeechobee!!
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Mom’s Mom’s 
KitchenKitchen
909 S. Parrott Ave
863-763-7553

Hours: Open Every Day 
6:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Mom’s Kitchen is a 
family restaurant offering 
homestyle cooked meals 
ranging from hamburgers 
and cheeseburgers, 
sandwiches, and salads 
to country fried steak, 
fried chicken, and 
steaks. They serve 
breakfast all day and 
offer daily specials. 
Their prices are 
reasonable, and their 
staff is courteous and 
friendly. Mom’s Kitchen 
also features a mix of 
Italian and Mexican 
dishes. If you’re looking 
for a good burger at a 
bargain price, be sure to 
try their Daniel burger!

Okeechobee Okeechobee 
Fish  Fish  
CompanyCompany
7841 Hwy 78 W.
863-357-7500
Facebook.com/p/
Okeechobee-Fish-
Company- 
100029115146564/
Hours: Tues. - Fri. 9:00 
a.m. - 7:00 p.m., Sat. 10:00 
a.m. - 7:00 p.m. Closed 
Sunday & Monday

Okeechobee Fish 
Company offers fresh 
fish daily, and they also 
offer seafood and oysters 
at their seafood market, 
which is open 10:00 a.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday. 
They also offer fish 
dinners, shrimp cooked 
four ways, locally 
caught gator, tacos, 
and sandwiches. Their 
food is available to go or 
they have a pavilion for 
outdoor dining.

Dining Guide



Restaurant & Bar
301 N. Parrott Ave. | 863-357-0722

Mon - Sat: 11:00 am - Midnight  |  Sun: 11:00 am - 10:00 pm
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909 S Parrot Ave
Okeechobee
863-763-7553
Hours: Monday-Sunday 
6:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Niki’s Dixie Niki’s Dixie 
DonutsDonuts
121 SW Park St.
863-532-9096
NikisDixieDonuts.com
Hours: Mon - Fri 6:00 a.m. 
- 3:00 p.m., Sat. 8:00 a.m. 
- 3:00 p.m, Closed Sun.

Opening their doors 
in May 2023, Niki’s 
Dixie Donuts has added 
some sweetness to home 
sweet Okeechobee 
with their delightful, 
mouthwatering desserts. 
Their donuts, fritters 
and more are hand made 
daily in house, and they 
offer an assortment 
of flavors and fillings. 
Their donuts range from 
glazed, topped, and 
dipped, to frosted and 
sprinkled. Call ahead 
for to go orders! If the 
lights are on, come on in 
and grab a donut or two. 
Now offering breakfast 
sandwiches!

Tin Fish Tin Fish 
RestaurantRestaurant
301 N. Parrott Ave.
863-357-0722
Facebook.com/
TinFishOkeechobee
Hours: Mon. - Sat. 11:00 
a.m. - 12:00 a.m., Sun. 
11:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m.

Tin Fish offers fresh 
seafood dishes to 
delight any appetite. 
Their 100% Angus 
Big Fat Burgers and 
taco selection will 
knock your socks off! 
If you’re searching for 
an inviting atmosphere 
and delicious food, 
think of Tin Fish! Come 
grab a seat at their 
outdoor patio or let their 
welcoming staff seat 
you inside at a table. 
They’re also a partner 
of DoorDash, so if you 
can’t make it into the 
restaurant, order online!

Regal Pizza & 
Restaurant 
301 SW Park St.
Ridge Market 
7 State Rd 78,  
Buckhead Ridge
Rio Bravo Mexican 
Restaurant 
151 N.W. 36th St. 
Sante Fe Mexican 
Restaurant 
207 S.W. Fifth Ave.

Seminole Casino 
Brighton Josiah 
Restaurant 
17735 Reservation Road 
N.E. 

Serenity Coffee Shop 
601 S.W. Park St. 

Shenanigans 
2237 U.S. 98 N 

Speckled Perch 
105 U.S. 98 N. 

Sublime Juice Garden 
101 SW 2nd Ave.

Subway 
2101 S. Parrott Ave 
2398 SR 70 
422 N.E. Park St.  
1865 SR 70 W. 
12800 SR 70 E. 
8605 U.S. 441 S.E. 

Taco Bell 
501 N.E. Park St. 

Tacos y Amigos 
1661 State Road 70 

Taqueria Yanez 
310 U.S. 98 N. 

Taqueria Victoria 
2054 State Road 70

Tasty Cuban Café 
3600 U.S. 441 S.

Tin Fish  
301 N. Parrott Ave

Trading Post Flea & 
Farmers Market 
3100 U.S. 441 S. 

Ursy’s Corner Café 
3100 U.S. 441 

Wawa 
200 NW Park St.

Wendy’s 
502 N.E. Park St.  

Winn-Dixie 
3246 U.S. 441 S 

Yanely’s Tacos 
3100 U.S. 441 S.

Zaxby’s Chicken  
912 N.E. Park St.

Dining Guide
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Medical

HCA Florida 
Raulerson 
Hospital puts 
the care and 
improvement 
of human life 
above all else.

HCA Florida Raul-
erson Hospital puts the 
care and improvement of 
human life above all else.

Raulerson Hospital 
accomplishes this mission 
through the Healthcare 
Corporation of America 
enterprise’s approximately 
37 million patient encoun-
ters each year, and with 
continued investment in 
equipment and technolo-
gy. Through our connec-
tion to the nation’s largest, 
most advanced healthcare 
system we are able to 
provide Okeechobee the 
highest quality care.

The state-of-the-art 
robotic surgical system 
is capable of perform-
ing minimally invasive 
robotic-assisted surgi-
cal cases which leads to 
faster recovery times and 
virtually scar-free pro-
cedures. Most recently, 
the MRI technology has 
been upgraded to shorten 
the time patients need to 
spend within the ma-
chine, as well as produce 
higher-quality images for 
physicians to evaluate.

Founded by HCA 
Healthcare in 1979, and 
named after one of the 
county’s pioneer families, 
Raulerson Hospital treats 
over 30,000 ER patients 
annually in its 24-hour 
emergency room, includ-
ing children. As a valued 
member of the HCA 
Florida Healthcare family, 
Raulerson Hospital is part 
of a 14-hospital network 
that employs 17,000 in 
HCA Healthcare’s East 
Florida Division.

HCA Florida Rauler-
son Hospital raises the bar 
in healthcare with:

• Accreditation by The 
Joint Commission,

• Primary Stroke Cen-
ter Licensure by The Joint 
Commission,

• Accredited by the 
American College of 
Radiology in MRI, CT, 
Mammography, Ultra-
sound, Nuclear Medicine 
and Cardiac CT,

• Accredited Labo-
ratory by the College of 
American Pathologists,

• 5-star Healthgrades 
Recipient for Patient Safe-
ty 2018-2023,

• 5-star Healthgrades 
Recipient for Treatment 
of Diabetic Emergencies 
2023,

• 5-star Healthgrades 
Recipient for Hip-Frac-
ture Treatment 2018-
2023,

• 5-star Healthgrades 
Recipient for Treatment 
of Gallbladder Removal 
Surgery 2021-2023.

At Raulerson Hospital, 
we put our patients first 
and affirm the unique 
worth of each individual. 
We believe that excep-
tional healthcare is built 
upon a foundation of in-
clusion, compassion, and 
respect for our patients 
and one another.

In pursuit of an Excel-
lence ALWAYS culture, 

we collectively share the 
following standards:

Our Mission: Above all 
else, we are committed to 
the care and improvement 
of human life.

Our Vision: To be 
your partner in healthcare 
excellence.

Our Values: The foun-
dation of our culture is 
reflected in the outline of 
the ALWAYS pillars: Ac-
countability, Leadership, 
Willingness, Attitude, You 
First, and Safety.

Our Patient Promise: 
We are committed to 
excellence always: every 
action, every patient, 
every time.

To learn more about 
the services and mission 
of HCA Florida Rauler-
son Hospital, visit HCA-
FloridaHealthcare.com, 
or ‘Like’ HCA Florida 
Raulerson Hospital on 
Facebook.

HCA Florida Raulerson HCA Florida Raulerson 
Hospital takes care of Hospital takes care of 
the communitythe community



A wonderful location 
near Lake Okeechobee

All rooms with kitchenette, 
full size refridgerator and 

microwave

1527 US Hwy 441 SE, Okeechobee, FL 34974-7207

863-824-3431

2020
2004-2024

24 hour emergency service
Residential   www.crsokee.com   Commercial

Cooling Refrigeration

In Loving memory of 

Carson Liam Owens

425 SW Park St. • Okeechobee, FL 34973

www.CBBergerRealEstate.com

863.763.5335
Toll Free: 866.381.5335

Lori C. Berger
Lic. Real Estate Broker

863.634.8437
lori@bergerrealestate.com

Philip Y. Berger
Lic. Real Estate Broker

863.634.8439
pberger@bergerrealestate.com

Cristie Schmidt
863-634-3604

Elvie Posey 
863-634-4399

Jeff Anderson 
863-697-2424

Kari Berger
863-227-0339

Kathy Williams
863-634-1574 DONATE 

BLOOD
DONATE 
BLOOD

863-467-2557863-467-2557
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Florida Department of Health 
offers variety of services

Health

Open Hands offers free 
health care

Pregnancy center 
serves the community

Florida Department of 
Health works to protect, 
promote, and improve 
the health of all people in 
Florida through integrated 
state, county, and com-
munity efforts. Florida 
Department of Health in 
Okeechobee County is lo-
cated at 1728 N.W. Ninth 
Ave., Okeechobee, FL 
34972. (863) 462-5800.

Departments include 
Environmental Health, 
Vital Statistics, Public 
Health Preparedness, 
School Health, Wom-
en Infants and Children 
(WIC), Health Education, 
Clinical Services of Public 
Health Significance, 

Epidemiology and Disease 
Control.

Environmental Health 
issues permits for public 
wells, private wells, and 
septic systems; inspects 
cafeterias in schools and 
jails, public swimming 
pool, mobile home parks, 
RV parks, assisted living 
facilities, tanning salons, 
body piercing and tattoo 
parlors.

Vital Statistics provides 
certified copies of birth 
and death certificates.

Public Health Pre-
paredness partners with 
public and private agen-
cies to ensure essential ser-
vices are available during 

disasters and provides 
outreaches to vulnera-
ble populations and the 
community to promote 
disaster preparedness.

School Health Reg-
istered Nurses conduct 
annual health screenings 
for vision, hearing, scolio-
sis, and body mass index 
(BMI) in Okeechobee 
schools, provides clinical 
oversight to school clinics, 
reviews immunization 
records to ensure state 
requirements are met and 
provides a dental hygien-
ist for the Dental Sealant 
Program.

WIC is a free program 
for eligible women, 

infants, and children 
(under the age of 5) that 
provides healthy foods, 
nutrition education, 
breastfeeding counseling 
and breastfeeding support, 
the WIC Dental Health 
Program for children, 
and refers participants 
for health care and 
community support.

Health Education en-
gages community partners 
to address issues related 
to chronic disease, injury 
and violence prevention, 
maternal & child health, 
provides community out-
reaches to promote safety, 

• See Health Dept
on page 62

• See Open Hands
on page 62

The Pregnancy Cen-
ter of Okeechobee was 
founded in 2008 and 
exists to serve anyone 
involved in a difficult 
pregnancy situation. The 
staff and volunteers at 
our center genuinely care 
about the women and 
men who walk through 
our doors and are eager to 
assist you with all of your 
concerns. 

The goal of the 
Pregnancy Center of 
Okeechobee is to:

• Provide education 
and support to people in 
our community as they 
make important decisions 
about pregnancy.

• Create a safe, confi-
dential and caring haven 
in which options can be 

provided for women ex-
periencing an unexpected 
pregnancy.

• Provide practical 
services related to preg-
nancy, childrearing and 
relationships.

All services provided 
at the Pregnancy Cen-
ter of Okeechobee are 
confidential and FREE. 
The Pregnancy Center 
of Okeechobee desires to 
serve the whole commu-
nity, regardless of race, 
creed, age, economic 
status or marital status. 

We now offer Women’s 
Wellness services to all 
uninsured women 18 and 
older with a valid Florida 
drivers license. For infor-
mation about services and 
more, call 863-467-8748.

Open Hands Health 
Center is a free Christ 
focused health center that 
was founded on Deuter-
onomy 15:11 “For there 
will never cease to be poor 
in the land. Therefore I 
command you, ‘You shall 
open wide your hand to 
your brother, to the needy 
and to the poor, in your 
land.’” 

Currently, Open Hands 
offers free Women’s 
wellness exams including 
referrals for free mammo-
grams for those without 
health insurance that 
financially qualify. Our 
newest program Biblical 
Whole Health Coaching 
is free and open to anyone 
interested in growing in 
10 different areas of their 

lives including health, 
thoughts & emotions, 
relationships, rest and 
renewal, physical activity, 
finances, walk with God, 
work and self improve-
ment, surroundings and 
nourishment of the body 
and soul. Participants 
will complete a person-
al health inventory and 
meet weekly, bi-weekly 
or monthly with a coach 
team and together come 
up with growth changes 
they would like to pur-
sue annually, We have 
been able to bring the 
Florida Baptist Asso-
ciation free dental van, 
which will return again 
5/27-5/31/2024. Local 



 SAVE UP TO $1.25 a  
GALLON on Fuel

  SAVE YOUR CASH by 
using YOUR POINTS 
to buy SELECT Items

  Rewards To Go Clubs
  Double Points every 

Wednesday
  Bonus Points on Select 

Items
  Monthly Swipe to Win 

Giveaways

Serving Central Florida 
Neighborhoods 

for over 58 years

Scan the QR code to be taken 
to our Facebook or visit us 
online at HandyFoods.com

 Diesel Available      Propane Available      ATM Available      Hot Deli

LABELLE
Handy #58  

1040 South SR 29
Handy #82  

200 Old CR 78
Handy #85  

1400 CR 78

ALVA
Handy #86  

21321 Palm Beach Blvd

LEHIGH ACRES
Handy #86  

3205 Lee Blvd

OKEECHOBEE
Handy #93  

2790 Hwy 441 South

IMMOKALEE
Handy #50  

417 New Market Rd W

IMMOKALEE
Handy #65  

501 15th St North
Handy #75  

2902 Lake Trafford Road
Handy #77  

1812 Lake Trafford Road
Handy #91  

820 West Main Street
Handy #92  

120 West Delaware Ave



Health

Fire Important 
Numbers
In an emergency, call 9-1-1

Animal Control  
863-357-3225
City Code Enforcement office 
863-357-1971
City Fire Department, 
non-emergency
863-763-9796
City Police, non-emergency
863-763-5521
County Code Enforcement 
office
863-763-5548
County Fire/Rescue, 
non-emergency
863-763-5544
Emergency Operations 
Center 
863-763-3212
Glades Electric Cooperative 
863-946-6200
FDACS Consumer Help Line
1-800-HELP-FLA 
	 (1-800-435-7352)
Florida Power and Light  
1-800-226-3545
FPL power outages  
1-800-468-8243
Lake Okeechobee News  
863-763-3134
Okeechobee Utility Authority  
863-763-9460
Poison Control Center 
1-800-222-1222
Raulerson Hospital  
863-763-2151
Red Cross  
863-763-2488
Sheriff’s Office, 
non-emergency 
863-763-3117
School Board Office 
863-462-5000
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healthy lifestyle choices, wellness, 
and health equity.

Clinical Services of pub-
lic health significance include 
family planning, immunizations/
vaccines, sexually transmitted 
infections testing and treatment, 
hepatitis program and HIV/Aids 
services. The Health Department 
accepts the following payment 
methods: cash and credit card. 
For clinical services only,

Medicaid and self-pay sliding fee 
based on eligibility are accepted.

Epidemiology and Disease 
Control monitors contagious and 
all reportable infectious diseases, 
provides guidance in control for 
future outbreaks, conducts fol-
low-up investigations for diseases 
that spread through human to 
human contact, in water, or food, 
and by animal bites.

For more information, call 863-
462-5800 or go to okeechobee.
floridahealth.gov

Health Dept
• From page 60

dentists volunteer their 
time to do both fillings 
and extractions for those 
without dental insurance 
that financially qualify. 
We also have been able to 

help facilitate free biblical 
counseling for those who 
are interested.

If you would like to 
see if you are eligible for 
free women’s wellness, 
participate in free biblical 
whole health coaching or 

be placed 
on the 
dental van 
waiting list 
(beginning 
in March) or would like 
to volunteer your time or 
help support our cause, 

call 863-357-1257.
Open Hands is located 

at 309 N.W. Fifth St. in 
Okeechobee.

Open Hands
• From page 60

Okeechobee County Fire 
Rescue (OCFR) is a combination 
department that uses both career 
and volunteer members to serve 
the community needs for emer-
gency services. The department 
operates out of three fire stations 
that are strategically located 
throughout the county. These 
stations are staffed 24 hours, sev-
en days a week, 365 days a year. 
OCFR is staffed with 59 full time 
employees who are all trained 
as firefighters, paramedics, and 
emergency medical technicians 
(EMTs). The full time employees 
are supplemented by volunteers. 
OCFR provides fire protection, 
emergency medical service 
(EMS) with advanced life support 
(ALS) capabilities, fire inspec-
tions, fire and EMS public educa-
tion, and special event coverage 
to all of Okeechobee County. The 
department accomplishes these 
responsibilities using four para-
medic engines and four paramedic 

rescues that transport patients to 
the hospital. Various mutual aid 
agreements are in place with the 
counties of Highlands, Glades, In-
dian River, Martin, Osceola and 
Saint Lucie to provide or receive 
assistance if needed of each coun-
ty. Daily fire rescue operations are 
under the supervision of the Dep-
uty Fire Chief. The responsibility 
of coordinating and conducting 
all department fire and EMS 
training is the responsibility of the 
Bureau Chief of Training. Com-
munity Risk Reductions activities 
such as fire inspections, site plan 
review, and public education pro-
grams are the responsibility of the 
Bureau Chief of Risk Reduction/
Fire Marshal who also supervises 
the Deputy Fire Marshal. The 
Fire Chief has supervision of the 
Deputy Fire Chief, both Bureau 
Chiefs, E911, as well as the bud-
getary and administrative func-
tions of the department.

Fire Rescue keeps community safe



Herniated Discs
Bulging Discs
Degenerative
Disc Disease

Dr. Charles Simpson says:
Before you try surgery, find out if 
you are a candidate for DRX9000 
True Non-Surgical Spinal 
Decompression System Therapy!

Is chronic low back pain restricting your active lifestyle?
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Okeechobee County is 
cattle country

Cattle
Country

Cattle have been 
an important part of 
Okeechobee’s econo-
my since the first settlers 
arrived in the Big Lake 
area more than 100 years 
ago. Modern Okeechobee 
County is still cattle 
country. It is listed as one 
of the top three counties 
in Florida with the most 
cattle, and among the Top 
10 in the country.

While today’s cowboys 
take advantage of modern 
agribusiness technology, 
it’s not unusual to see a 
cowboy on horseback sepa-
rating cattle from the herd, 
much as the pioneers did 
in the days of the Florida 
Cracker Trail cattle drives.

The Florida Cracker 
Trail is a 120-mile long 
cattle path that passes 
through Okeechobee 
County. The trail is now 
designated by brown state 
signs, to remind locals and 
visitors alike that historical 
state-wide cattle drives 
once took place along 
the route. These days, 
the Florida Cracker Trail 
Association hosts an annual 
cross-state ride along the 
“Cracker Trail” to showcase, edu-
cate, and help preserve the impor-
tance of Florida’s role cattle and 
agriculture. For information on how 
to join the ride, go online to www.
crackertrail.org.

The Florida Cracker Trail Asso-
ciation is a non-profit organization 
of volunteers dedicated to the mis-
sion of “Keeping History Alive,” by 
educating through demonstration, 
the Old Florida Cracker Pioneer 

ways of agriculture, animal hus-
bandry, and respect for the land as 
well as the hardships and joys of life 
on the original frontier.

Cowboy heritage is also evi-
denced in the popular local rodeos.

RANCH RODEO
Ranch rodeos attract working 

cowboys who currently work on 
South Florida ranches. The events 
in a ranch rodeo are based on actual 
skills the cowboy uses to work the 

herd, such as: calf roping, team 
“doctoring,” team sorting, wild cow 
milking, relay race, double mugging 
and bronc riding. In these events, 
the team works together to per-
form a task similar to those done on 
the ranch, just like cowboys work 
together on ranches.

Those competing in ranch rode-
os use the same equipment and tack 
that cowboys use in everyday work.

If these rules 
seem confusing, 

• See Cattle Country
on page 66
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A family company with over 40 years of experienceA family company with over 40 years of experience

Frank DeCarlo | adswells@gmail.com

863-763-3221
405 S.W. 2nd St. | Okeechobee, FL 34972

Specializing in:
Wells • Pumps • Tanks • Irrigation

Salt Delivery • Water Softners
RO Systems • Aerator Systems

Color, Taste & Iron Removal

Hours: Mon. – Sat. 6:30 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. | Sun. 9:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.
110 NW 23rd Lane | Okeechobee, FL
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not to worry, for those at a 
ranch rodeo who are new 
to the sport, the announc-
er explains the rules as the 
rodeo unfolds.

Okeechobee County 
ranches compete at 
area rodeos to earn 
points to qualify for the 
state competition and 
ultimately the national 
competition. The 2023 
Florida Ranch Rodeo 
State Finals will be 
held Sept. 27 at the 
Silver Spurs Arena in 
Kissimmee.

OKEECHOBEE  
COWTOWN RODEO

According to the Pro-
fessional Rodeo Cowboy’s 
Association (PRCA), leg-
end has it that American 
rodeo was born on July 4, 
1869 when two groups of 
cowboys from neighboring 
ranches met in Deer Trail, 
Colo., to settle an argu-
ment over who was the 
best at performing every-
day ranching tasks. That 
competition is considered 
to be the first rodeo, 
which evolved into rodeo 
as we know it today.

PRCA cowboys com-
pete in rodeos all over the 
country, earning points 
and money that qualifies 
them for the national 
championship event in 
Las Vegas, NV.

The Okeechobee 
Cattlemen’s Association 
produces the Okeechobee 
Cowtown Rodeo every 
March as their annual 
fundraiser. Professional 
cowboys and cowgirls 
from all corners of the 
nation make Okeechobee 

their home for the week-
end and compete for 
prizes and money. This 
year’s Cowtown Rodeo 
will be March 9 and 10 at 
the Okeechobee Cattle-
men’s open-aired, histor-
ical grand stand arena on 
U.S. 441 North. For ticket 
information, see their 
website at okeechobeecat-
tlemens.com.

The best-of-the best on 
the PRCA circuit will be 
in Okeechobee, for one 
weekend only, scoring 
points and money in 
hopes of advancing their 
careers on to the year-end 
National Finals Rodeo in 
Las Vegas, Nevada.  

PETE CLEMONS  
LABOR DAY RODEO

The Pete Clemons 
Labor Day Rodeo will be 
held Aug. 31 and Sept. 
1, at 6:30 p.m, at the 
Okeechobee Cattlemen’s 
Arena. Held annually over 
the Labor Day weekend, 
this rodeo extravaganza 
promises non-stop action, 
heart-pounding compe-
titions, and a celebration 
of the cattlemen’s way of 
life like no other. Whether 
you’re a seasoned rodeo 
enthusiast or a first-time 
visitor looking for some 
adrenaline-pumping fun, 
the Pete Clemons Labor 
Day Weekend Rodeo 
guarantees an unforget-
table experience for the 
whole family! For ticket 
information, see their 
website at okeechobeecat-
tlemens.com.

FLORIDA HIGH 
SCHOOL RODEO 
& JUNIOR HIGH 

SCHOOL RODEO
Okeechobee County 

also has active youth in 
high school rodeo and 
junior rodeo events. The 
Florida High School 
Rodeo Association hosts 
competitions for rodeo 
teams from Florida High 
Schools. Rodeo contes-
tants travel around the 
state competing in a series 
at high schools to earn 
points toward their state 
rankings. The top 15 con-
testants in each event will 
compete in the state finals, 
and the top four to finish 
in each event at the state 
level go on to compete in 
the National High School 
Rodeo Finals.

The Okeechobee 
Agri-Civic Center Arena, 
4200 State Road 710, will 
host Florida High School 
Rodeo April 1 and 2. 
The Florida High School 
Rodeo State Finals will 
be at the Okeechobee 
Agr-Civic Center June 
6-9. For more on high 
school rodeo, go online to 
www.fhsra.com.

The Florida Junior 
High School Rodeo As-
sociation is a division of 
the National High School 
Rodeo Association (NHS-
RA) for sixth, seventh and 
eighth graders. The top 20 
kids in each event at the 

end of the season move on 
to compete at the Florida 
State Finals. The top four 
in each event after state 
finals then have the option 
of moving on to compete 
at the national finals. The 
Okeechobee Agri-Civic 
Center will host Junior 
High School Rodeo Feb. 
17-18, with competition 
starting at 11 a.m. on 
Saturday and 9 a.m. on 
Sunday. The Florida High 
School Rodeo State Finals 
will be May 17-19 at the 
Okeechobee Agri-Civic 
Center. For more info, go 
online to www.afjra.org.

EXTREME BULL  
RIDING

Another type of rodeo 
found in Okeechobee 
County is known as 
X-treme bull riding.

The rules are simple: 
Place a wiry cowboy on 
the back of a hulking, 
snorting temperamental 
2,000-pound bull and 
see if he can stay on for 
an eternal eight seconds 
... with only one hand 
strapped to the bull.

For updates on rodeos 
in the Okeechobee area, 
check the southcentral-
floridalife.com website 
or the weekly Lake 
Okeechobee News.

Cattle Country

Cattle Country
• From page 66



View art and history in muralsArt & 
History

A mural on the 
Okeechobee Freshman 
Campus Gymnasium 
depicts settlers Peter and 
Louisanna Raulerson ar-
riving in Okeechobee, the 
Raulerson log cabin and a 
Seminole village. 

Okeechobee Main 

Street has sponsored a 
series of murals including:

• Williams Family 
Cattle Drive - 1937, 206 
North Parrott Avenue;

• Railroad Arriving 
1915, 100 Block of North 
Parrott Avenue;

• Okeechobee Tele-

phone Company, Century 
Link Building, North 
Parrott Avenue;

• Looking Back 
Through The Windows 
Of Time, Osceola Avenue 
and State Road 70;

• Okeechobee Hard-
ware Store, 300 NW Park 

Street;
• Murals Honoring 

Seminole Chief Osce-
ola and the Battle of 
Okeechobee,114 SW 5th 
Avenue;

• Markham Canning 
Co. Mural, 601 S.W. Park 
Street.

Check out Okeechobee murals to see some of 
the local history.
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Area Things to DoArea Things to Do
The South Central Florida area offers a variety of 

things to do throughout the year. For more, go online to 
SouthCentralFloridaLife.com.

FEBRUARY

Doo-Wop meets  
Motown

FORT PIERCE — Doo-
Wop meets Mowtown at the 
Summer Crush Vineyard 
& Winery, 4200 Johnston 
Road, on Friday, Feb. 16, 
from 1 to 4 p.m. For tickets 
and more info, go online to 
summercrushwine.com.

Brighton Field Day  
Festival

OKEECHOBEE — 
The festival grounds are 
next to the Fred Smith 
Rodeo Arena, 17400 
Sport Complex Road NE, 
Okeechobee, off State Road 
721 in Glades County. This 
event, to be held Feb. 16-18, 
2024, showcases Seminole 

and other Native American 
arts, crafts, food, dances and 
traditions. Call 863-467-
6039 or visit their website at 
rezrodeo.com.

Swamp Cabbage 
Festival

LABELLE — This 
festival celebrates local 
heroes with fun activities 
beginning with the 
Old Timers Dance and 
continuing with the Swamp 
Stomp, the Adult Country 
Western Dance, the Ranch 
Rodeo, the Legends of the 
Road Show, and more. 
The festival will be held 
Saturday, Feb. 24 and 
Sunday, Feb. 25, 2024, at 
8 Park Avenue in LaBelle. 
You can visit their website at 
swampcabbagefestival.org

John Denver Tribute
LABELLE — LaBelle 

Entertainment presents 
Ted Vigil as John Denver 
on Sunday, Feb. 25, at 
The Venue at Mud Ranch, 
1323 Loblolly Bay Road. 
Dinner is at 4 p.m. and the 
show starts at 5 p.m. For 
information or to purchase 
tickets, please visit www.
labelleentertainment.com/

Bee Gees Tribute at 
• See Things to Do on page 70

BRIGHTON FIELD BRIGHTON FIELD 
DAY FESTIVALDAY FESTIVAL



Restaurant & Bar

Check our Facebook Page 
for Daily Specials!

301 N. Parrott Ave. | 863-357-0722
Mon - Sat: 11:00 am - Midnight  |  Sun: 11:00 am - 10:00 pm

Support our 
nonpartisan 

journalism with a 
subscription today!

$5 a month gets 
you access to our 

e-edition and website. 
SouthCentralFlorida
Life.com/subscribe-

today

Time!Time!
It’s

313 NW 4th Avenue • Okeechobee
863-763-3134 • SouthCentralFloridaLife.com
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Things to Do

• See Things to Do on page 71

Dolly Hand
BELLE GLADE — 

Stayin’ Alive: One Night 
of the Bee Gees will be 
on Tuesday, Feb. 27, 
at 7 p.m. at the Dolly 
Hand Cultural Arts 
Center, 1977 SW College 
Drive, Belle Glade. 
For tickets, visit www.
palmbeachstate.edu/
theatre/dollyhand

A Johnny Cash 
Experience

AVON PARK — 
Johnny Cash: The Official 
Concert Experience is at 
7 p.m. on Feb. 29. at the 
Alan Jay Wildstein Center 
for Performing Arts, 
600 W. College Drive, 
Avon Park. For tickets 
and information, call 
863-784-7178 or E-mail: 
culturalperformances@
southflorida.edu.

MARCH

Springfest Craft 
Show is March 1

LABELLE — Whisper 
Creek RV Resort 
Springfest Craft Show 
and Bake Sale is being 
held on Friday, March 1 
from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. in the recreation hall 
located at 1887 N. State 
Road 29 SW. There will 
be door prizes. Lunch will 
be available to purchase 
from 11:30 to 12:30 for 
$6. There will be a large 
bake sale and pie auction 
with all proceeds going to 
LaBelle Salvation Army. 

For information, email 
Creeker2014@gmail.com.

An evening with the 
Bellamy Brothers

FORT PIERCE — 
Experience a rare an 
intimate evening with the 
Bellamy Brothers at the 
Summer Crush Vineyard 
& Winery, 4200 Johnston 
Road, on Friday, March 
1, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
For tickets and more 
information, go online to 
summercrushwine.com.

Chalo Nikta Festival
MOORE HAVEN — 

Chalo Nitka will be held 
on March 1 & 2, 2024 
(usually held the first 
weekend in March) in 
Moore Haven in nearby 
Glades County. Chalo 
Nitka is one of the state’s 
oldest continuing festivals. 
The festival grounds are 
located in Chalo Nitka 
Park off U.S. Highway 27. 
There are midway games, 
rides, a pancake breakfast 
and vendor booths selling 

food, crafts and jewelry. 
Events also include the 
Big Bass Tournament, 
the Frontier Days Rodeo, 
the Kid’s Day and Small 
Fry Fishing Contest, the 
Chalo Nitka Parade and 
the Chalo Nitka Queen 
Pageant. For more info, 
visit chalonitka.com or 
call 863-946-0300.

An Eagles Tribute
LABELLE — LaBelle 

Entertainment presents 
7 Bridges: An Eagles 
Tribute Band on Sunday, 
March 3, at The Venue 
at Mud Ranch, 1323 
Loblolly Bay Road. 
Dinner is at 4 p.m. and the 
show starts at 5 p.m. For 
information or to purchase 
tickets, please visit www.
labelleentertainment.com/

Little Women the 
Musical

AVON PARK — Little 
Women the musical is at 
7 p.m. on March 6. at the 
Alan Jay Wildstein Center 
for Performing Arts, 

600 W. College Drive, 
Avon Park. For tickets 
and information, call 
863-784-7178 or E-mail: 
culturalperformances@
southflorida.edu.

FCT presents comedy
LABELLE — Fire-

house Community 
Theatre Inc., present 
“Cahoots”, a comedy, 
on March. 8-10, & 15-
17. Friday and Satur-
day shows are at 7 p.m. 
and Sunday shows are 
at 2 p.m. To get more 
information on how to 
get your tickets, please 
visit the website at www.
firehousecommunitythe-
atre.com, call the Ticket 
Hotline at 863-675-3066, 
email Info@firehousec-
ommunitytheatre.com, or 
find FCT on Facebook.

Beach Boys Tribute
LABELLE — LaBelle 

Entertainment presents 
a Beach Boys Tribute 
band on Tueday, March 
12, at The Venue at Mud 

SWAMP CABBAGE SWAMP CABBAGE 
FESTIVALFESTIVAL
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Ranch, 1323 Loblolly 
Bay Road. Dinner is at 6 
p.m. and the show starts 
at 7 p.m. For information 
or to purchase tickets, 
please visit www.
labelleentertainment.com.

Vocal group performs 
at Dolly Hand

BELLE GLADE — 
The Fifth Dimension will 
perform on Wednesday, 
March 13, at 7 p.m. at the 
Dolly Hand Cultural Arts 
Center, 1977 SW College 
Drive, Belle Glade. 
For tickets, visit www.
palmbeachstate.edu/
theatre/dollyhand

Clewiston Sugar 
Festival

CLEWISTON — The 
Clewiston Sugar Festival 
will be held on Saturday, 
March 16, at Civic Park, 
162 Royal Palm Avenue 
in Clewiston. There 
will be live music, food, 
games, sporting events, 
and much more! As well 
as the Sweet Taste of 
Baking Competition. To 
see what all the festival 
will offer, visit www.
clewistonsugarfestival.
com/

Elvis’ Hawaiian Show
LABELLE — LaBelle 

Entertainment presents 
Elvis’ Hawaiian Show on 
Sunday, March 17, at The 
Venue at Mud Ranch, 
1323 Loblolly Bay Road. 
Dinner is at 4 p.m. and the 
show starts at 5 p.m. For 
information or to purchase 
tickets, please visit www.

labelleentertainment.com/

Aerosmith and The 
Cars Tribute

FORT PIERCE — 
Summer Crush Vineyard 
& Winery, 4200 Johnston 
Road, will present two 
tributes - Aerosmith and 
The Cars - on Saturday, 
Feb. 10, from 1 to 4 p.m. 
For tickets and more 
information, go online to 
summercrushwine.com.

APRIL

USF Gospel Choir to 
perform

AVON PARK — The 
University of Florida 
Gospel Choir will perform 
at 7 p.m. on April 6. at the 
Alan Jay Wildstein Center 
for Performing Arts, 
600 W. College Drive, 
Avon Park. For tickets 
and information, call 
863-784-7178 or E-mail: 
culturalperformances@
southflorida.edu.

Tributes to David 
Bowie & Duran Duran

FORT PIERCE 
— Summer Crush 
Vineyard & Winery, 
4200 Johnston Road, will 
present two tributes - 
David Bowie and Duran 
Duran - on Saturday, 
April 6, from 1 to 4 p.m. 
For tickets and more 
information, go online to 
summercrushwine.com.

Black Gold Jubilee
BELLE GLADE — 

Celebrating the end of 
harvest season, this unique 
festival will be held April 
13, 2024, shows off Belle 
Glade’s agricultural 

roots and organic 
“black gold” soil. Food, 
entertainment, fireworks, 
a car show, a volleyball 
tournament, rides and 
more. To be held at Torry 
Island Campground, 
5000 W Canal St. N. 
in Belle Glade. For 
more information, visit 
blackgoldjubilee.org/

A Bee Gees Tribute 
Band

FORT PIERCE 
— Summer Crush 
Vineyard & Winery, 
4200 Johnston Road, 
will present a Bee Gees 
tribute band on Sunday, 
April 14, from 1 to 4 p.m. 
For tickets and more 
information, go online to 
summercrushwine.com.

FCT presents comedy
LABELLE — Fire-

house Community 
Theatre Inc., present 
“The Book Club Play”, a 
comedy, on April. 19-
21, & 26-28. Friday and 
Saturday shows are at 7 
p.m. and Sunday shows 
are at 2 p.m. To get more 
information on how to 
get your tickets, please 
visit the website at www.
firehousecommunitythe-
atre.com, call the Ticket 

Hotline at 863-675-3066, 
email Info@firehousec-
ommunitytheatre.com, or 
find FCT on Facebook.

60 Years of Mustang 
& music

FORT PIERCE — 
Summer Crush Vineyard 
& Winery, 4200 Johnston 
Road, presents 60 Years 
of Mustang with a 
Mustang and Ford Car 
Show and a tribute to 
the music of Phil Collins 
and Genesis on Sunday, 
April 21, from noon to 3 
p.m. For tickets and more 
information, go online to 
summercrushwine.com.

JULY

Caldium Festival
LAKE PLACID – The 

Lake Placid Caladium 
Festival, is set for July 
26-28, in Devane Park 
on Interlake Boulevard 
in Lake Placid, 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday and 10 a.m to 
3 p.m. on Sunday. The 
festival includes tours 
of the caladium fields, a 
car show, music, food, 
arts and crafs and more. 
For more information, 
go online to www.
caladiumfestival.org.
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Census Information for 
Okeechobee County

Population estimate as of July 1, 2022 ..... 40,412
Age range:
• Age 5 and under: 6.3%
• Age 18 and under: 21.8%
• Age 65 and older: 20.6%

Sex:
• Females: 46.3%
• Males: 53.7%

Race and Origin:
• White, non-Hispanic: 50.7%
• Black or African-American, non-Hispanic: 8.4%
• American Indian: 1.6%
• Asian: 1.0%
• Hispanic or Latino: 27.5%

Population Characteristics:
• Veterans: 2,729
• Foreign born persons: 12.4%

Housing:
• Housing Units (as of July 1, 2019): 18,570
• Owner-occupied housing: 74.4%
• Median value of owner-occupied housing units 
(2018-2022): $158,500
• Median rent (2018-2022): 963

Living arrangements:
• Living in the same house 1 year ago: 86.7%
• Language other than English spoken at home: 26%
• Person per household (2015-2019): 2.49
• Households with a computer: 91.9%
• Households with internet: 80.5%

Education:
• High school graduate or higher (percentage of persons 
age 25+): 79.9%
• Bachelor’s degree or higher (percentage of persons 
age 25+): 16.8%
Health:
• Persons with a disability, under age 65: 12.8%
• Persons without health insurance, under age 65: 20.5%

Transportation:
• Mean travel time to work: 26.7minutes

Land area in square miles: 768.91
Population per square mile: 52.0

SOURCE: U.S. Census



Tacos - Tostadas 
 Enchiladas - Burritos 
Quesadillas - Nachos 

Fajitas Steak Chicken & Shrimp

Dine in or To Go: 
(863)467-0922
107 NW 6th Ave 
Okeechobee, FL 34972

Celebrating 42 years!! Thanks Okeechobee!!
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YOUR SMILE 
SAYS IT ALL
We’ve been creating 
beautiful smiles in 
Okeechobee for over
35 years. Isn’t it time to
see what we can do for you?

2025 Hwy 441 North 
863.467.2332

Making a difference one smile at a time

A mixture of wholesale, retail 
and liquidated merchandise 

Specializing in housewares & 
home décor at great prices

Located at Trading Post Flea Market • Air Conditioned Offi ce Building 
3100 US 441 S, Okeechobee • Open Saturday & Sunday 8:30am-3pm

Okeechobee Outlet Store
A kitchen and more store

Thank you for 
your service! 

We appreciate 
all you do!

10% Military, Law 
Enforcement & First 
Responder Discount




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Directory Church Directory

Churches are located in 
Okeechobee unless otherwise 
noted
Abiding Hope Worship 
Center Assembly of God

4550 U.S. 441 N.
Phone: 863-763-3736

Alpha Ministries at 
Freedom Ranch

11655 U.S. Hwy. 441 
S.E.

Email: alphaminis-
tries1@gmail.com

Facebook: Facebook.
com/Alphaministries-
Church-in-the-Woods- 
101888191473486

Basinger Christian 
Brethren Church

16090 N.W. 176th 
Ave.

Phone: 863-467-2635

Believers Fellowship 
Church

300 S.W. Sixth Ave. 

Bible Church of God
3666 E. Hwy. 70 (old 

Elks Lodge)
Phone: 863-357-2264
Email: bcog_indokee@

yahoo.com
Facebook: facebook.

com/bcogindokee34972

Big Lake Church of 
Christ

1115 S.W. Third Ave.
Phone: 863-467-6758

Big Lake Missions 
Outreach

605 N.W. 16th St.
Phone: 863-763-5725
Cell: 863-697-6433
Facbook: facebook.

com/BigLakeMission-

sOutreach
Feeding the needy 

behind the Methodist 
Church four days a week 
at noon. No meal on 
Wednesday.

Food pantry: Call for 
appointment:  863-763-
5725

Brighton Baptist Church
24050 Highway 70 

West
Phone: 863-763-3063 

(Office)
863-763-6626 (Church 

office)
Facebook: face-

book.com/Brighton-
BaptistOkeechobee/?
rf=111560848883388

Buckhead Ridge Baptist 
Church

1731 Hunter Road., 
Buckhead Ridge

Phone: 863-763-7165
Email: Nason.philip@

yahoo.com

Calvary Chapel of 
Okeechobee

212 S. Parrott Ave.
Phone: 863-623-5283
Email: pastorcarlos_cal-

vary@aol.com
or info@calva-

ryokeechobee.org
Facebook: face-

book.com/Calvary-
ChapelOkeechobee

Website: calva-
ryokeechobee.org

Christ Fellowship 
Church

Non-denominational
701 S. Parrott Ave.
Phone: 561-799-7600 

Office
Email: hello@christfel-

lowship.church
Website: cf.church

Church of God of 
Okeechobee

301 N.E. Fourth Ave.
Phone: 863-763-4127
Email: chadkeathley@

att.net
Website: 

okeechobeecog.com 
(streaming service avail-
able)

Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints

310 S.W. Sixth St.
Phone: 863-467-2425

Church of Our Saviour 
Episcopal

200 N.W. Third St.
Phone: 863-763-4843
Email: churchofoursav-

iour1@gmail.com,

info@ChurchOfOur-
SaviourOkeechobee.org

Website: churchofour-
saviourokeechobee.org

Community Church of 
Basinger

Non-demoninational
19836 U.S. 98 N.
Facebook: face-

book.com/Communi-
ty-Church-of-Basing-
er-153185001390240/

Embassy Church at 
Basinger

Corner of Hwy. 98 & 68
863-467-2635

Everglades Baptist 
Church

Currently holding ser-
vices outdoors across from 
Everglades Elementary 
• See Churches on page 75
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(3725 S.E. Eighth Street)
Phone:
Doug 863-261-2499
Eric 863-261-2198
Jim 863-801-5311
Email: eb-

cokeechobee@gmail.com
Facebook: facebook.

com/groups/everglades-
baptistchurch

Website: everglades-
baptist.com/main

Faith Alive Family 
Church

Non-denominational
3075 S.W. Third 

Terrace
Phone: 863-623-4233
Facebook: facebook.

com/FaithAliveFamily
Church (live on Sun-

day mornings)

Faith Farm Ministries
7595 N.E. 128th Ave.
Phone: 863-763-4224
Website: faithfarm.org

First Baptist Church of 
Okeechobee (ROC)

401 S.W. Fourth St.
Phone: 863-763-2171
Email: mail@fbcokee.

org
Website: fbcokee.org
Facebook: facebook.

com/firstbaptistokee

First Indian Baptist 
Church of Brighton

20060 Reservation 
Road 

Phone: 863-357-0013
Facebook: facebook.

com/profile.php?id= 
100064582605688

First United Methodist 
Church

200 N.W. Second St.
Phone: 863-763-4021
Facebook: facebook.

com/1UMCOKEE1

Fountain of Life Church
1302 S.W. 32nd St.
Phone: 863-763-8945
Facebook: facebook.

com/FountainofLifeChur-
chOkeechobee

Ft. Drum Community 
Church

Nondenominational
32415 U.S. 441 N.
Phone: 863-467-1733
Facebook: facebook.

com/fortdrummcc

Freedom Baptist Church
1902 S. Parrott Ave.
Phone: 863-447-1805

Haven of Rest 
Pentecostal Church

912 N.W. Second St.
Phone: 863-357-3053
Website: havenofrest-

church.com

His Church – It’s Jesus’ 
Church 

Non-denominational
1167 Linda Road, 

Buckhead Ridge
Phone: 863-357-6500
Email: office@his-

churchfl.com
Website: his-

church-itsjesuschurch.org
Facebook: facebook.

com/HisChurchFL/

Iglesia Jesus Es Mi 
Redentor

Christian Evangelical
1803 S.W. Third Ave. 

(Wednesdays)
551 N.E. 39th Blvd. 

(Sundays)
863-447-8571
Facebook: facebook.

com/JMREDENTOR
 

Lakeport Christian 
Church

10947 East S.R. 78 • 
Glades County

Phone: 863-946-1747
Email: klziegler@gmail.

com
Website: lakeportcc.

com
Facebook: facebook.

com/LakeportChristian-
Church

More 2 Life Ministries
605 S.W. Park Street 

Suite 214
Phone: 863-467-0796 
Email: Hello@

M2LMinistries.com
Website: m2lministries.

com/
Facebook: facebook.

com/M2LMinistries

New Testament Baptist 
Church

Independent Baptist
535 N.E. 28th Ave. 

(just west of the 
overpass, off of SR 70)

Phone: 863-763-6682
Email: ntb-

cokeechobee@gmail.com
Website: newtestamen-

tokeechobee.com
Facebook: facebook.

com/NTBCOkeechobee

North Okeechobee 
Church of God

15949 N.W. 30th 
Terrace

Phone: 863-467-1066
Phone: 863-634-0344
Facebook: facebook.

com/northokeechobeecog

Northside Baptist 
Church

51 N.W. 98 St.
Phone: 863-763-3584
Website: nbc-

okeechobee.org

Oakview Baptist Church
677 S.W. 32nd Street
863-763-1699
Website: oakviewbap-

tist.com
Facebook: facebook.

com/Oakview.life

Okeechobee Christian 
Church

3055 S.E. 18th Terr.
Phone: 863-467-7858
Website: 

okeechobeechristian-
church.com

Facebook: facebook.
com/occokeechobee

Churchs
• From page 74

• See Churches on page 76
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Okeechobee Church of 
Christ

1401 S. Parrott Ave.
Phone: 863-763-4477
Email: okeecofc@gmail.

com
Facebook: facebook.

com/okeechobeecoc

Okeechobee Church of 
the Nazarene

425 S.W. 28th St. 
(Wolff Rd.)

Phone: 863-763-3519
Email: Okeenaz425@

gmail.com
Website: okeenaz.org
Facebook: facebook.

com/OkeeNaz

Okeechobee Church of 
the Trinity

Interdenominational
2939 S.W. Third 

Terrace
Phone: 863-484-8055

Okeechobee Missionary 
Baptist Church

4212 U.S. 441 N.
Phone: 863-763-3681
or 863-763-7743
Email: OkeechobeeM-

BC@yahoo.com
Facebook: facebook.

com/Okeechobee-Mis-
sionary-Baptist-Church- 
336936679770150

Okeechobee  
Presbyterian Church

312 N. Parrott Ave.
Phone: 863-824-0013
Email: office@okeep-

resby.com
Website: 

okeechobeepresby.com/
wp_blogsite

Facebook: www.face-
book.com/OkeePresby

Okeechobee Seventh 
Day Adventist Church

412 N.W. 6th St.
Phone: 863-763-0655
School: 863-763-0763
Email: OkeechobeeS-

DAChirch@gmail.com
Facebook: facebook.

com/profile.php? 
id=100080279233857

Peace Lutheran Church
750 N.W. 23rd Lane
Phone: 863-763-5042
Website: plcokee.com
Email: KOlckers@

PSTGlobal.com

Pentecostals of 
Okeechobee

405 S.W. 10th Ave.
Phone: 863-623-4278
Cell: 606-202-3580
Email: 

Okeechobeeupc@gmail.
com

Facebook: facebook.
com/pentecostalso-
fokeechobee

Point of Light  
Fellowship Church

15399 East S.R. 78, 
Lakeport, Okeechobee 
mailing, 34974

Phone: 863-946-0228
Email: teresa-

woodham@yahoo.com
Facebook: facebook.

com/PointOfLightFellow-
ship/

Resurrection Life 
Church

Phone: 863-763-7770
1803 S.W. Third 

Avenue

Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church

901 S.W. Sixth St.
Phone: 863-763-3727
Email: sacred-

heart901@outlook.com
Facebook: facebook.

com/SacredHeartChur-
chOkeechobee

Seventh Day Christian 
Church

912 N.W. Park St.
Phone: 863-763-2285
Pastor: Doyle McDuf-

fie

St. Stephens AME 
Church

1050 N.E. 16th Ave.
Phone: 863-484-8449
Email: newstste-

phenamechurch@gmail.
com

Facebook: face-
book.com/NewStSte-
phenAME/

St. Teresa of the Child 
Jesus Catholic Church

1027 Chobee Loop, 
BHR on SR78

Phone: 863-946-0696 
or 863-824-8701

Email: office@stjo-
sephtheworkerfl.org

The Gathering
1735 S.W. 24th Ave-

nue
Phone: 863-357-4418
Email: TheGatherin-

gOkeechobee@gmail.com
Website: thegathering1.

org
Facebook: facebook.

com/thegatheringchur-
chokeechobee

Treasure Island Baptist 

Church
4209 U.S. 441 S.E.
Phone: 561-541-7087
Website: treasureisland-

baptistchurch.com
Facebook: facebook.

com/TIBChurch

Trinity Free Will Baptist 
Church

1840 N.E. 39th Blvd. 
(Cemetery Rd.)

Phone: 863-763-4962

Victory Baptist Church
Independent, King 

James Bible
500 S.W. Ninth St.
Phone: 863-763-0669 

or 863-697-6598
Facebook: facebook.

com/victorybaptistokee

Westside Christian 
Church of Okeechobee

8082 SR 70 West
Phone: 863-467-2278
Email: barker73@em-

barqmail.com
Facebook: facebook.

com/Westside-Christian-
Church-of-Okeechobee- 
111813058882730

Churchs
• From page 74



We’re Here When
You Need Us

HOSPICE CARE
Providing exceptional care to 
patients in their homes, hospitals, 
assisted living residences, and in 
our Inpatient Units.

GRIEF SUPPORT
Grief counseling for our patients, 
their families, and anyone in our 
community who has experienced 
the loss of a loved one.

PEDIATRIC CARE
Our specialized pediatric team 
helps families overcome the 
challenges of caring for a child  
with a serious illness.

We’re Here When
You Need Us

HOSPICE CARE
Providing exceptional care to 
patients in their homes, hospitals, 
assisted living residences, and in 
our Inpatient Units.

GRIEF SUPPORT
Grief counseling for our patients, 
their families, and anyone in our 
community who has experienced 
the loss of a loved one.

PEDIATRIC CARE
Our specialized pediatric team 
helps families overcome the 
challenges of caring for a child 
with a serious illness.

Treasure Coast Hospice
A TREASURE HEALTH SERVICE

Treasure Coast Hospice has earned 
the Gold Seal of Approval® for hospice 
accreditation from The Joint Commission.

Proudly Serving Okeechobee County

425 SW Park Street
Okeechobee, FL

Licensed since 1982. Treasure Coast Hospice complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, or sex. ATENCIÓN: Si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 772-403-4500. 

(Spanish) ATANSYON: Si w pale Kreyòl Ayisyen, gen sèvis èd pou lang ki disponib gratis pou ou. Rele 772-403-4500. (French Creole).

772-403-450024/7

www.TreasureHealth.org
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Okeechobee City Council

The Okeechobee City 
Council is made up of five 
representatives who re-
side within the city limits. 
Representatives are elect-
ed from the community 
large, rather than by dis-
tricts and serve four-year 
terms. Each even-num-
bered year on general 
election day in November, 
the city’s registered vot-
ers elect or re-elect two or 
three city council mem-
bers, depending on the 
year, to represent them in 
their city government.

Bob Jarriel 
(far right in group photo)
is serving his second 

term as city councilman. 
He was elected in 2018.

David McAuley
(far left in group photo)
is serving his first term 

as city councilman. He was 
elected in 2022.

Monica Clark
(left in group photo)
is serving her second 

term as city council mem-
ber. She was first elected 
in 2016.

Dowling Watford
(center in group photo)
is serving his third term as 

mayor and has been a mem-
ber of the council since 1987.

Noel Chandler
(right in group photo)
Noel Chandler was 

elected to the city coun-
cil during a special elec-
tion held in May 2021 af-
ter a councilman elect 
resigned prior to taking 
office. Chandler previous-
ly served on the council for 
16 years. 

1. Gary Ritter
was hired as city admin-

ister in May 2021. Ritter 
served on the city coun-
cil for the term ending in 
2018.

2. Lane Gamiotea
has served the city of 

Okeechobee as city clerk 
for more than 20 years and 
was assistant to the clerk 
for 14 years prior to being 
elected. She was elected 

again in 2022, and said it 
was bittersweet as that 
election was the last time 
a city clerk position would 
be on the ballot. When her 
term is up, the position 
will be appointed rather 
than elected.

The City Council meets 
on the first and third 
Tuesday of each month at 
6 p.m. in their chambers, 
located on the second floor 
of City Hall.

2.

1.
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County Commissioners and Administrator

1. David Hazellief
Distrit 1
Chair 
Elected 2016, re-elected 2020, up for 
re-election in 2024.
Previously served 1996-2004.
863-610-1553
dhazellief@co.okeechobee.fl.us

2. Frank DeCarlo
District 2
Elected 2022. Up for re-election 2026.
863-763-6441 ext. 1
fdecarlo@co.okeechobee.flu.us

3. Bradley G. Goodbread
Second Vice Chair
District 3
Elected 2016, re-elected 2020, up for 
re-election in 2024
863-634-2121
bgoodbread@co.okeechobee.fl.us

4. Terry Burroughs
First Vice Chair
Elected 2014, re-elected 2018, 2022.
Up for re-election in 2026
863-532-6036
tburroughs@co.okeechobee.fl.us

5. Kelly Owens
Elected 2016, relected 2020
Up for re-election 2024
863-532-9006
kowens@co.okeechobee.fl.us

6. Debra Manzo
County Administrator
863-763-6441 Ext. 1
Email: dmanzo@co.okeechobee.fl.us

7. Richard J. Reade
Deputy Administrator
863-763-6441 Ext. 2
Email: rreade@co.okeechobee.fl.us

1. 2.

6.5. 7.

3. 4.
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Constitutional Officers

1. Jerald D. Bryant
Clerk of the Circuit Court 

and Comptroller
The Okeechobee County 

Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
established by the Consti-
tution of 1838, is the public 
trustee for the county. The 
clerk provides the checks 
and balances in county 
government by acting in 
their capacity as Clerk to 
the Board, Clerk to the 
Court, Keeper of the Public 
Records, Comptroller and 
Internal Auditor of county 
funds.

Jerald Bryant was elected 
to the position in 2020. He 
will be up for re-election in 
2024.

863-763-2131
312 N.W. Third St.
clerk.co@okeechobee.

fl.us

2. Noel Stephen
County Sheriff

The Sheriff of 
Okeechobee County has 
his duties and regulations 
established through Florida 
Statutes, just as other con-
stitutional officers. At the 
present time, Noel Stephen 
is the sheriff and chief 
law enforcement officer of 
Okeechobee County, and is 
the Chief Corrections Of-
ficer of the county jail. The 
sheriff supervises over 200 
full time employees, over 
100 part time/volunteers 
and manages a current 
budget of over 20 million 
dollars.

Sheriff Stephen started 
in the Okeechobee County 
Jail as a Corrections Deputy 
in 1987 and was elected as 
sheriff in 2016 and re-elect-
ed in 2020. He will be up for 
re-election in 2024.

863-763-3117
504 N.W. Fourth St.
sheriff.co.okeechobee.

fl.us

3. Mickey Bandi
Property Appraiser
The Okeechobee Coun-

ty Property Appraiser is 
the Constitutional officer 
charged with making the 
annual determination of 
the just or fair market value 
of all property within the 
county for taxing purposes, 
and maintaining certain 
records connected there-
with. These records include 
a comprehensive GIS 
(Geographic Information 
System). This office accepts 
and reviews all applica-
tions, granting those that 
qualify for exemptions and 
classifications available to 
Florida property owners.

Mickey Bandi was elected 
in 2016 and re-elected in 
2020. He will be up for 
re-election in 2024.

863-763-4422
409 NW Second Ave. Ste B 
okeechobeepa.com

4. Melissa Arnold
Supervisor of Elections
The Okeechobee County 

Supervisor of Elections 
will administer all federal, 
state and county elections 
in Okeechobee County. 
As a gatekeeper of the 
democratic process, and 
an elected Constitution-
al Officer, the Supervisor 
of Elections will uphold 

the election laws of the 
State of Florida and the 
Constitution of the United 
States. The mission of the 
supervisor of elections is to 
enhance public confidence; 
encourage citizen partici-
pation; and increase voter 
awareness and education 
for citizens of all ages. 

Melissa Arnold was elect-
ed in 2020. She will be up 
for re-election in 2024.

863-763-4014 • 304 N.W. 
Second St., Suite 144

voteokeechobee.com • 
elections@voteokeechobee.
com

5. Celeste Watford
Tax Collector
The Tax Collector serves 

as an agent for various state 
and local government agen-
cies and taxing authorities 
for collection of revenue, 
and is also responsible for 
distributing this revenue to 
these agencies.  Although 
most of the revenue collect-
ed are taxes, the Tax Col-
lector’s office isn’t funded 
with tax dollars but with 
fees collected for services 
provided. These fees are 
established by the Florida 
Legislature and outlined in 
the Florida Statutes. The 
amount of work done in 
the Tax Collector’s office 
creates fee revenues in 
excess of the Tax Collec-
tor’s budget. All excess fees 
are returned to the local 
government agencies at the 
end of each fiscal year.

Celeste Watford was 
re-elected in 2020. She will 
be up for re-election in 
2024.

863-763-3421 • 409 N.W. 
Second Ave. 

okeechobeecountytaxcol-
lector.com   

1. 2.

5.4.

3.
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Okeechobee County School Board

Christine Bishop 
District 1
Elected 2022. 
Term expires November 2026. 
863-697-0330

Malissa Morgan 
District 2
Vice Chairwoman
Elected 2012. 
Reelected 2016, 2020. 
Term expires November 2024. 
863-634-5852

Melisa Jahner 
District 3
School Board Chairwoman
Elected 2018. Reelected 2022. 
Term expires November 2026. 
863-634-8844

Amanda Riedel 
District 4
Elected 2016. Reelected 2020. 
Term expires 2024. 
863-261-6764

Jill Holcomb 
District 5
Elected 2014. Reelected 2018, 
2022. 
Term expires November 2026. 
863-484-0908

Left to right: 
Melisa Jahner, 
Malissa Morgan, 
Amanda Riedel, 
Christine Bishop, 
and Jill Holcomb
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441 NORTH DRIVE THRU
	 See our ad on page 65

AC EXPERTS & 
REFRIGERATION
	 See our ad on page 53
AG 98
	 See our ad on page 41
AMERICAN DRILLING
	 See our ad on page 65
ANDERSON REALTY CO.
	 See our ad on the inside  
	 back cover
ANNETTE HARTMAN
	 See our ad on page 65
BIG LAKE EYE CARE
	 See our ad on page 7
BIG O DRIVE THRU
	 See our ad on page 9
BIG TASTY’S
	 See our ads on pages  
	 25 & 55

BRAIN MATTERS 
RESEARCH
	 See our ad on page 25
BROWN AND 
COMPANY 
REAL ESTATE
	 See our ad on page 37
BUDGET INN
	 See our ad on page 9

BUXTON & BASS 
OKEECHOBEE 
FUNERAL HOME
	 See our ad on page 17
C & C INDUSTRIAL
	 See our ad on page 37

CENTURY 21 
HAZELLIEF & PREVATT
	 See our ad on page 41
CITY ELECTRIC SUPPLY
	 See our ad on page 49

COLDWELL BANKER 
BERGER 
REAL ESTATE
	 See our ad on page 59

COOLING 
REFRIGERATION 
SERVICES
	 See our ad on page 59
COUNTRY COOLER 
DRIVE-THRU
	 See our ad on page 53
DIEHL INSURANCE
	 See our ad on page 19
ECONOMY INN
	 See our ad on page 34
ELI’S WESTERN WEAR
	 See our ad on page 51
FLORIDA TROPHY 
GATORS
	 See our ad on page 29
GILBERT FAMILY 
OF COMPANIES
	 See our ad on the  
	 back cover
GLADES ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE
	 See our ad on page 44
HANDY FOOD STORES
	 See our ad on page 61
HEARTLAND DISCOUNT 
PHARMACY
	 See our ad on page 3
HIGHLAND PEST 
CONTROL
	 See our ad on page 44
HIPPE DAZE
	 See our ad on page 37
JEANETTE’S INTERIORS
	 See our ad on page 49
LACABANA TAQUERIA 
Y TORTILLERIA
	 See our ads on pages  
	 49 & 55
LAKE O REAL ESTATE
	 See our ad on page 69
LANDING STRIP CAFÉ
	 See our ads on pages  
	 48 & 54
LAWRENCE 
INSURANCE AGENCY
	 See our ad on page 53

LEGACY REAL ESTATE
	 See our ad on page 33
LOLLI’S HAMPER
	 See our ad on page 25
LOS COCOS 
MEXICAN RESTAURANT
	 See our ads on pages  
	 56 & 73
M&M AUTO BROKERS
	 See our ad on page 47
MARY ANN’S CORNER
	 See our ad on page 33
MID-STATE SHEDS
	 See our ad on page 31
MILLERS CENTRAL 
AIR CONDITIONING
	 See our ad on page 44
MIXON REAL ESTATE 
GROUP
	 See our ad on page 2
MOM’S KITCHEN
	 See our ads on pages  
	 48 & 57
NIKI’S DIXIE DONUTS
	 See our ads on pages  
	 23 & 54
NUNEZ AIR 
CONDITIONING
	 See our ad on page 48
OKEECHOBEE FISH 
COMPANY
	 See our ads on pages  
	 33 & 56
OKEECHOBEE OUTLET 
STORE
	 See our ad on page 73
OKEECHOBEE  
VALUE SPECS
	 See our ad on page 11
ONEBLOOD
	 See our ad on page 59
PUBLIX
	 See our ad on page 15
QUIK-CHANGE OIL & 
LUBE SERVICES
	 See our ad on page 34

RABON’S COUNTRY 
FEED
	 See our ad on page 9
REMININGTON REAL 
ESTATE
	 See our ad on page 23
RON’S OLD COINS
	 See our ad on page 34
SIMPSON ADVANCED 
CHIROPRACTIC
	 See our ad on page 63
STATE FARM 
INSURANCE
	 See our ad on page 29
SUPERVISOR OF 
ELECTIONS
	 See our ad on page 35
SWAMP CABBAGE 
FESTIVAL
	 See our ad on page 5
TIN FISH RESTAURANT
	 See our ads on pages  
	 57 & 69
TRAVEL LODGE SUITES
	 See our ad on page 59
TREASURE COAST 
HOSPICE
	 See our ad on page 77
UNITED HEALTHCARE
	 See our ad on page 39
VITAS HEALTHCARE
	 See our ad on page 45
WALPOLE FEED
	 See our ad on page 38
WATERS EDGE MOTOR 
COACH
	 See our ad on page 21
WEMMER FAMILY 
ORTHODONTICS
	 See our ad on page 73
XTREME PROPERTY 
SERVICES
	 See our ad on the  
	 centerspread (42-43)
ZEN MEDICINE
	 See our ad on page 19
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Vicki S. Anderson,
Licensed Real Estate Broker

Vice President, 
Okeechobee Board of Realtors

Vicki Anderson 863.634.4106 863.634.4107 Eric Anderson

Shelly Doyle
Personal Assistant
863.801.8463

shellydoyle@ymail.com

Your Top Realty Company 
In Okeechobee 

That Your Family Can Trust 
To Be There For You!

We Service ALL Your 
Real Estate Needs

Anderson Realty Co. is seasoned at aiding new or 
experienced buyers and sellers in all areas of real estate. 

Contact us if your needs include a real estate pro 
experienced at the business side of real estate!

For all of our listings, please visit AndersonRealtyCo.com

30046 E. SR 78 BHR, Okeechobee, FL 34974
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